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Cheers! Brunel 200 Beer Launched
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For release Friday 9th December 2005 
 
The official Brunel 200 beer was launched this morning at the Prince of Wales pub in Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 
 
The beer, created by the award-winning Butcombe Brewery, leading independent brewers in the West of England, has been specially created as part of Brunel 200, the celebrations of the life and work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel that will take place in 2006. 
 
Leslie Perrin, Chairman of Brunel 200, said at the launch:
 

We are delighted to have the support and involvement of Butcombe Brewery in Brunel 200. They were one of the first supporters of the celebrations. They also make brilliant beer, which I am enjoying already.
 
The Brunel 200 celebrations take place throughout Bristol and the South West in 2006. The celebrations range from major exhibitions and exhibition projects through to festivals, concerts, new books, a Brunel comic, and radio and television productions.  
 
The Brunel Beer is a draught India Pale Ale. A bottled version will be available from February 2006. 
 
Guy Newell, Managing Director of Butcombe Brewery, said today:
 

We’re always keen to work with initiatives like Brunel 200. This new beer provides something for our customers and helps spread the Brunel message. 
 
In addition to the beer, Butcombe is providing over 150,000 beer mats with Brunel images.
 
 
Photo opportunity: Leslie Perrin and Guy Newell enjoying a pint of Butcombe Brunel 200 at the launch of the beer on 9 December 
 
Press call: launch of the Brunel 200 Beer brewed by Butcombe Brewery, on Friday 9th December 2005 at The Prince of Wales Pub, Stoke Lane, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, BS9 35P.
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Guy Newell

Butcombe Brewery
01934 863903

 

 

Images of the Brunel 200 Butcombe beer mats can be sent by Melanie Kelly by email by request  (file size 918KB).
 

Further details of Butcombe Brewery can be found at: http://www.butcombe.com
 

Brunel 200 is an initiative of Bristol Cultural Development Partnership: Arts Council England, Bristol City Council and Business West. Brunel 200 is funded by: Millennium Commission, Arts Council England and Heritage Lottery Fund.
 
NOTES TO EDITORS
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Brunel 200 
Brunel 200 is responsible for the overall 2006 celebrations. It is an initiative of Bristol Cultural Development Partnership (BCDP). BCDP is a partnership of Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. It promotes long-term cultural development in Bristol. Projects include: At-Bristol, Brief Encounters Short Film Festival, Animated Encounters, Bristol Legible City, the Bristol Festival of Ideas, and the annual Great Reading Adventure, when everyone is encouraged to read the same book at the same time. Brunel 200 takes place in Bristol and the South West throughout the whole of 2006.
Brunel 200 is funded by Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. It is supported by funding from the National Lottery, including over £500,000 from the Urban Cultural Programme (Arts Council England and the Millennium Commission) and a grant of £980,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
The Brunel 200 website at www.brunel200.com includes extensive background information about Brunel as well as news of activities planned for the celebrations. 
 

Highlights of the Brunel 200 activities include:

 
        On Brunel’s birthday weekend, 8-9 April 2006, there will be a procession and street party culminating in the switching on of the new lighting scheme at the Clifton Suspension Bridge.
        Major exhibitions at ss Great Britain, At-Bristol and the Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery covering the story of Brunel’s life and work, the science and engineering of Brunel, and the art of the industrial age.
        Free distribution through schools and libraries of 100,000 copies of a 96pp graphic biography of Brunel’s life and work for readers aged 11 and upwards. Other publications include Brunel: ‘in love with the impossible’ with 16 newly commissioned essays and 400 illustrations.
        Massive education programme ensuring that every school child in Bristol will have the opportunity to learn about Brunel, visit the exhibitions and Brunel attractions. Other educational projects include reopening the competition to design the Clifton Suspension Bridge; working to encourage more people – and especially women – to go into engineering; and the placing of artists, scientists and engineers in residence in schools.
        A re-creation of the Royal Dinner of 1843, which launched the ss Great Britain.
        Bristol’s annual Great Reading Adventure in which everyone will be encouraged to read Around the World in Eighty Days, chosen because of its theme of opening up the world through transport and technology as well as because Jules Verne, its author, travelled on Brunel’s ship, the ss Great Eastern. This will become a South West regional project for 2006 as part of the Brunel 200 celebrations. It is anticipated that 100,000 people at least will participate. Website www.swreads.com.
        Widespread promotion of engineering, architecture, design and the arts.
      A Brunel Festival in Swindon and closing celebrations in Bristol. 
