BRUNEL 200 ACTIVITIES IN BRISTOL DURING 2006


	DATE
	TITLE & LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION
	FURTHER INFORMATION

	FEBRUARY
	
	
	

	23 February – 18 March 
	Around the World in Eighty Days show at Bristol Old Vic 
	A new stage version of Jules Verne’s classic novel. Aimed at ages 7+ and adapted by Toby Hulse, the production promises to be an action-packed adventure full of ingenious twists and turns!

 ‘On boats and trains and elephants, from the Mystical East via the Darkest Jungle to the Wild West, Jules Verne’s epic tale of travel and adventure bursts onto the stage with the unstoppable force of a runaway steam locomotive!’
	Full information including on-line booking is available on the Bristol Old Vic website 
www.bristol-old-vic.co.uk
Tel: +44 (0)117 987 7877

	28 February – 26 March
	Ideas for Bristol at the Architecture Centre
	The Architecture Centre will host the '200 Ideas for Bristol' exhibition in May. In January the Bristol Evening Post and BBC Radio Bristol launched a call for ideas for the May exhibition, and these will be shown during March. 'A cable car connecting the BRI to Kingsdown' and 'heat pumps using the water in the docks' are just two of the innovative schemes. A chance to put forward your own ideas. 
	The Architecture Centre 
Narrow Quay 
Bristol BS1 4QA
Tel: +44(0)117 922 1540
 info@architecturecentre.co.uk
www.architecturecentre.co.uk/exhibitions/ideas_for_bristol.htm

	MARCH
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	Around the World in Eighty Days show at Bristol Old Vic until 18 March
	Stage show – see February for details
	See February for details

	5 March


	History/ photography walk around the Cumberland Basin
	A guided walk with members of the Avon Industrial Buildings Trust and North West Bristol Camera Club around the Cumberland Basin examining the legacy of Brunel and exploring opportunities to capture images that reflect the history of the area. No charge.
	Jim Gilligan
 

Tel: +44 (0)7973 834253 jimgilligan@blueyonder.co.uk

Also see the North West Bristol Camera Club website www.nwbcc.org.uk

	6 – 11 March
	Serialisation of Andrew Taylor’s Fingers to the Bone in Bristol Evening Post
	A ‘penny dreadful’ style crime story featuring Brunel and set in Bristol. With illustrations by Simon Gurr. Andrew Taylor will be at the Left Coast Crime convention which runs from 16 – 19 March in Bristol. This will be the first time the convention is held outside the US. The four-day event will take place at the four-star Bristol Marriott Royal Hotel.
	Left Coast Crime lcc2006@leftcoastcrime2006.com, 

LCC2006, Basement Flat, 6 Rodney Place, Bristol BS8 4HY, UK

	6 – 10 March

13 – 17 March


	Brunel 2206 on BBC Radio Bristol
	Nerve-jangling adventures of young Izzy Noble, the great, great, great, great, great, great granddaughter of Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and her race against time to stop the evil Scallico Corporation flattening Bristol and turning it into a Mega Space Port. Serial written by Peter Hunter and David Johnson.

Keith Warmington Drive Time Show BBC Radio Bristol (94.9, 95.5 fm)

10 x 5 minute episodes every weekday afternoon at 4.50pm

Monday to Friday 6-10 March and 13-17 March
	David Johnson

Tel: +44 (0)117 9238822 

Tel: +44 (0)7771 900583 



	6 – 12 March


	Tunnel Vision at Staple Hill Tunnel
	At half a kilometre long, Tunnel Vision will be one of the largest installation artworks ever seen in the South West. It will use a mixture of architecture, candlelight, surround sound and the viewer’s imagination to recreate Brunel’s unsuccessful project, the atmospheric railway system. Using an array of speakers along the roof of the Staple Hill Tunnel, trains will appear to move along the length of the space and pass through the audience. FREE ENTRY. Dress up warm and bring a torch.
	Further information at: http://www.lukejerram.com

	9 March 


	Brunel 200 Series Lunchtime Talk at Waddelow Hall, Broadmead Baptist Church
	‘The future of telecommunications’ - Professor McGeehan will review the major developments that have taken place in mobile communications over the past 30 years.  He will then consider a number of advances and the challenges that the wireless communications field is facing.
Professor Joe McGeehan, Professor of Communication Engineering, Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering
	Ann E Kimber
Community Engagement Assistant
University of Bristol
Public Programmes Office
8-10 Berkeley Square
 Bristol BS8 1HH
Tel: +44 (0)117 331 4293
 ann.kimber@bristol.ac.uk
www.bris.ac.uk/cms/ppo/outreach

	10 – 31 March
	Brunel Exposed Photographic Exhibition at The Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	A photographic exhibition by Ashlee Taylor; a 17 year old sixth form student at Colston’s Girls’ School. 

Followed by ‘Art in a Can’ photo workshop. See 7 April. 
	

	16 March 


	Institute of Materials, 
WEMMA (West of England Metals and Materials Association) lecture, Burwalls Centre for 
Continuing Education
	'Clifton suspension bridge - everlasting icon?’. The lecture which will be given by John Mitchell, Bridgemaster, Clifton Suspension Bridge Trust. 
	Dr Richard J Ball

WEMMA Secretary
University of Bristol
Interface Analysis Centre, Oldbury House
121 St Michael's Hill, Bristol
BS2 8BS

Tel: +44 (0)7949 623762
Tel: +44 (0)1173 311175
 richard.ball@bristol.ac.uk

	17-22 March
	15 Days in Clay and art + power at the Centrespace Gallery
	The exhibition is a collaboration of exiting new work from two well-established groups of disabled artists from Bristol and Bournemouth.

 

The works on show range from paintings to ceramics. You will have the chance to meet with the artists and to discuss their work. Some of the work being exhibited has been made as a contribution to the celebration of Brunel 200.
	For more information contact:

Marina Staubo

Tel: +44 (0)7817159831

Aimee Elford

Tel: +44 (0)7791473575          Centrespace Gallery, 6 Leonard Lane, Bristol

	23 March 


	Brunel 200 Series Lunchtime Talk at Waddelow Hall, Broadmead Baptist Church
	Can control theory help with laboratory-based testing of engineering systems? -  The heritage of Brunel and numerous other engineers is the man-made environment that surrounds us: bridges, buildings, roads and structures of many kinds.  To these we can add other engineering systems, such as motorised road vehicles and aircraft, that Brunel could only have dreamed of.  A common feature of any engineered system is that it must be tested to ensure its safety, durability and its fitness for purpose.  But how can we do that for something as large as a bridge, or for something that does not yet exist in its entirety?

Professor David Stoten, Professor of Dynamics and  Control, Department of Mechnical Engineering
	Ann E Kimber
Community Engagement Assistant
University of Bristol
Public Programmes Office
8-10 Berkeley Square
 Bristol BS8 1HH
Tel: +44 (0)117 331 4293
 ann.kimber@bristol.ac.uk
www.bris.ac.uk/cms/ppo/outreach

	24 – 25 March
	9th annual Bristol Beer Festival, Brunel Passenger Shed, British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	Festival will feature Brunel 200 beer produced by Butcombe Brewery. Saturday lunch and evening sessions already sold out. 
	http://www.camrabristol.org.uk/festival.html


	27 March – 9 April
	B200 fm – Brunel Radio

87.7 fm
	Daily bulletins will bring you the latest news on events such as the launch of the ss Great Britain, the completion of the Clifton Suspension Bridge and the Great Western Railway.  Soap fans forget the Archers - the daily Victorian Saga will have you gripped while period dramas and music will bring the people of the nineteenth century to life. Come visit the studio at the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum. 

B200 will broadcast full details of the Brunel 200 celebrations all across the SW plus traffic bulletins and any last minute changes of plan.  
	You’ll be able to pick up the B200 radio broadcast for two weeks from 27th March 2006 on 87.7FM or on the Internet through the link at www.brunel200.com For further information contact Joanne Schofield.  

Joanne@bcfm.org.uk

	30 March


	Brunel 200 Series Lunchtime Talk at Waddelow Hall, Broadmead Baptist Church
	Like Father Like Son - This talk will recount the exceptional engineering ability of his father Sir Marc Brunel (an engineer of considerable achievement) and establish the link and likeness between the engineering ability of the father and the achievements of his remarkable son Isambard.

Dr Jitu Shah, Research Fellow, Department of Physics
	Ann E Kimber
Community Engagement Assistant
University of Bristol
Public Programmes Office
8-10 Berkeley Square
 Bristol BS8 1HH
Tel: +44 (0)117 331 4293
ann.kimber@bristol.ac.uk
www.bris.ac.uk/cms/ppo/outreach

	31 March


	Bridges and boats: walking tour from Clifton Suspension Bridge to ss Great Britain.
	12pm Introduction held at Burwalls, Bridge Road. Bring your own lunch (hot drinks served).
12.30pm Talk and discussion about Brunel’s suspension bridge

1.30pm Bristol in Brunel’s day: heritage walk en route to ss Great Britain

2.15pm Self paced guided tour of ss Great Britain followed by talk led by Ken Poulter (one of the ship’s restorers after Brunel’s ship returned from the Falklands.)
	Joan Lewis, Public Programmes Office,
8-10 Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1HH
Tel: +44 (0)117 928 7157
joan.lewis@bristol.ac.uk
£20 including refreshments. Must be prebooked.

	31 March 


	A Radius of Curves at Clifton Cathedral – world premiere of a cantata by Martin Kiszko.
	Anniversary Concert featuring the Emerald Ensemble and Exultate Singers. Roger Huckle Leader Sam Adams Nye BBC Young Chorister of the Year Martin Le Poidevin Baritone Conducted by David Ogden

Programme: Kiszko A Radius of Curves (World premiere) Manuel da Falla Ritual Fire Dance Britten Excerpts from Ceremony of Carols Tippett Negro Spirituals from A Child of Our Time

Award-winning composer Martin Kiszko’s cantata recounts Brunel’s construction of the Great Western Railway - his hopes, setbacks, turmoils and anxieties, and ultimately, his success. Scored for choir, orchestra and a specially produced film, the inspiration for the work is drawn from jottings in Brunel’s diaries and sketchbooks.

The event features the paintings of celebrated railway artist John Austin.

Experience a unique event in the year-long celebration of the life and work of Bristol’s most famous adopted son.
	Tickets £13 (£10 concessions)

Available from Old Vic Theatre Box Office, King Street, Bristol

Tel: +44 (0)117 987 7877

Open from 10am - 8pm, Monday to Saturday

See also http://www.davidogden.co.uk/brunel200/
www.davidogden.co.uk/aradiusofcurves.

	APRIL
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	B200 fm – Brunel Radio

87.7 fm
	See March for details
	

	1 April – 31 October
	Nine Lives of I K Brunel at ss Great Britain
	Major exhibition exploring the highs and lows of Brunel’s private and professional life are explored – from destitution and death-defying feats to engineering failure as well as success. Incidents covered include the Thames Tunnel flood (1827); basket crossing of the Avon Gorge (1831); the Great Western Railway and battle of the gauges; the Great Western engine room explosion (1838); riding accident; coin lodged in Brunel’s throat (1843); the ss Great Britain aground at Dundrum Bay (1846); Mickelton Tunnel; and stroke on board his third and final steamship, the Great Eastern (1859). Exhibits on show will include many loaned from museums and collections across the UK. The biggest will be a 50-tonne replica broad gauge locomotive, the ‘Iron Duke’, which has to be transported from the National Railway Museum in York.
	The Nine Lives of I.K. Brunel’ is £4.90 for adults and free for children; or FREE with admission to Brunel’s ss Great Britain.

Tel: +44 (0)117 926 0680 for further information and bookings.

http://www.ssgreatbritain.org/events/

	1 April – mid- December
	The Forces That Made I K Brunel at At-Bristol
	Twinned with the Nine Lives of I K Brunel at the ss Great Britain, this exhibition will recreate a sense of the dangers and challenges that Brunel faced in his ambitious projects, graphically illustrating the forces he harnessed through a series of large-scale interactive exhibits. Each zone will focus on a different engineering challenge: Go Deeper!, Go Higher!,  Go Further!, Go Faster! and Go Forward!
	http://www.at-bristol.org.uk/
Enquiries and Information Line: 

Tel: +44 (0)845 345 1235 (9am - 5pm, Mon - Fri, 10am - 1pm and 1.30pm - 4pm on Saturdays, 11am - 3pm on Sundays)
Advanced Bookings +44 (0) 117 915 5000

	1 – 30 April
	Brunel Limited on Park Row
	There are over 30 businesses in Bristol today that take the Brunel name, from the major car company Brunel Ford, through to the Brunel Buttery, the much loved dockside sandwich bar. Nick Hand will interview company directors and workers, as well as photograph them, to create an exhibition of these Brunels today
	Ruth Sidgwick

brunel200@businesswest.co.uk

	1 – 30 April
	‘Deserving of Wonder’ - The Triumphs of Brunel at Bristol Central Library
	A series of photographs by David White of Brunel’s greatest engineering triumphs across the British Isles, using the same 19th century camera and lens combination as Robert Howlett used for the classic chains shot of Brunel. 
	Ruth Sidgwick

brunel200@businesswest.co.uk

	1 – 2 April
	‘Taking Ground’ – by Polar Produce at 3pm at Brunel Lock Road, Cumberland Basin
	Part journey, part travelogue, Taking Ground reflects on 200 years of travel and one mans obsession with innovation and fame. Devised and performed by six live art practitioners, using text, movement, sound and visuals. 
	www.polarproduce.org
Ruth Sidgwick

brunel200@businesswest.co.uk



	1 April


	People and trains – walk and ferry tour from Welsh Back to Temple Meads Station
	10am Meet by Neptune in city centre. Walk through to Queen Square. Commentary on Brunel’s involvement in Bristol at the time.
11am Pick up ferry at Welsh Back. Sail up to Brunel Lock then Pump House. Alight, discussion (20 minutes), reboard. Continue past ss Great Britain, Brunel’s tunnels and bridges, then alight at Temple Meads station. Refreshments will be served on the ferry. Bring your own packed lunch if desired.

1pm Assemble at the café of the Empire and Commonwealth Museum. Optional visit to Great Western Boardroom and Passenger Shed before visiting the cavernous vaults of this world’s first rail passenger terminus.

1.45pm Ends outside present Temple Meads station.

£20.00 including refreshments. Must be prebooked.
	Joan Lewis, Public Programmes Office,
8-10 Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1HH
Tel: +44 (0)117-928 7157
joan.lewis@bristol.ac.uk

	2 – 29 April


	Bridge, Royal West of England Academy 


	This collaborative exhibition, between Bristol School of Art, Media and Design and Bristol’s Design Agencies, offers a glimpse at the creative talent that exists within the city today, and traces a journey from the education of art to the commercial design world. A mixed show that, inspired by Brunel, explores the value of art and design in people’s everyday lives, and includes many aspects of art and design including fine art, graphics, packaging, craft and web. 
	Royal West of England Academy, 

Queen’s Road, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 1 PX

Tel: +44 (0)117 9735129

info@rwa.org.uk
www.rwa.org.uk 

Admission Fee £3, Concessions £2 Under 16’s Free.

	4 April


	Lunchtime Literature – George Eliot – “Daniel Deronda”, Royal West of England Academy


	Take 15 minutes from your lunch break and enjoy being read to in the relaxing setting of the RWA galleries the text has been selected to reflect the Bridge exhibition and Brunel 200.


	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April 

FREE ENTRY

	4 – 27 April 


	Hats off to Brunel exhibition at the Create Centre.
	Hotwells and Cliftonwood will be celebrating Brunel 200 with a multi- media exhibition of  work produced by local artists round a Brunel theme at the CREATE Centre. Entries for THE GREAT STOVE-PIPE HAT COMPETITION competition will also be on display. There is a prize of £250 for the outright winner.  

A small exhibition about Sarah Guppy, a Victorian lady interested in engineering, will also be displayed complemented with a performance about her presented by Kim Hicks for ‘Show of Strength’ Theatre Company.  This will take place in the lecture theatre at CREATE on Wednesday 26th April at 7.30 pm.
	For further information contact Sue Stops Tel: +44 (0)117 9277157    
suestops@aol.com     

The CREATE Centre is located in one of the three large red-brick tobacco warehouses in Cumberland Basin, lying halfway between Clifton Suspension Bridge and the SS Great Britain.  See http://visitbristol.co.uk/site/things_to_do/a-z/c/p_24741 for details.

	5 April 


	Architecture Lecture by George Ferguson PPRIBA, Royal West of England Academy 
	Join George Ferguson as he discusses the effects of Brunel’s legacy on contemporary design. 


	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April

	6  - 7 April


	‘You Can See It From Here…’,  Greville Smyth Park, Bristol 
	A free, live, outdoor performance. 

Professional arts company Once have used hundreds of collected memories and urban myths as inspiration to tell a new story of Brunel’s Clifton Suspension Bridge. These stories have been weaved into a dynamic outdoor performance with light, shadow, myth, puppetry and music
	For further information please contact:

Bec Gee – Once – Arts and Ceremony Tel: +44 (0)7969 746 720, once@fsmail.net

	7 April
	‘Art in a Can’ photo workshop with Ashlee Taylor at The Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	For young people aged 14+ - a workshop exploring pinhole photography. 
	Contact The Empire and Commonwealth Museum

Tel: +44 (0)117 925 4980

	8 – 9 April
	Birthday weekend celebrations
	Activities include arts projects, steam train and steam boat tours.
	Detailed programme on website

	8 April
	Clifton Suspension Bridge lighting launch
	Launch includes Andy Sheppard, Dance Bristol, excerpts acta Community Play, brass bands, Bristol Choral Society, Ralph Hoyte's epic Brunel poem
	Detailed programme on website

	8 April 


	Exhibition Reception, Royal West of England Academy
	Join the exhibitors for a late night viewing of the Bridge exhibition. 
	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April 

FREE ENTRY

	8 – 9 April 
	Anchor Chain Soft Sculpture Installation
	Artist Glen Eastman will work with 30 pupils from 10 schools to create a life size soft sculpture plus a composite photographic display of each individual piece of work before it is made up into the rings and chains of the classic Brunel picture. The artwork created will be based on life, ideas, problems, solutions, calculations, inspiration and approach of Brunel’s achievements.
	Ruth Sidgwick

brunel200@businesswest.co.uk

	8 – 9 April


	Brunel 200 tours at British Empire and Commonwealth Museum 
	This is the first time public access has been granted to Brunel’s historic railway building since its recent restoration. Bristol’s original station is located next to the current main station at Temple Meads and is the world’s oldest surviving purpose-built railway terminus, pre-dating London Paddington by over a decade.

Led by an expert guide tour highlights include the massive Passenger Shed, cavernous underground vaults and the mock-Gothic grandeur of the Great Western Railway Boardroom.
	http://www.empiremuseum.co.uk/exhibitions/bruneltours.htm
Tours will then take place on two Sundays of each month until October 2006. 

Pre-booking is essential. For further information and bookings 

Tel: +44 (0)117 925 4980 bookings@empiremuseum.co.uk

	8 & 9 April
	Brunel Peal with bell ringers

St Stephen’s Church, Corn Street, Bristol
	The church bellringers in Bristol and the south west are doing their bit to mark Brunel's bicentenary. A peal to mark the bicentenary is planned for the morning of 8th April starting soon after 9 am and a band of engineers is planning a peal at St Stephen's Bristol on Sunday 9th April. Other ringers in Swindon, are also planning special peals.
	http://www.campanophile.co.uk/show.html?Code=35608
Tony Cox

gotone@blueyonder.co.uk

	9 April
	Bristol Group

Ramblers’ Association

Working for walkers
	Geoff Mullett, author of Walk West and Walk West Again, will lead an 8 mile walk through open countryside which includes Brunel's famous Box railway tunnel, the quarry which supplied the stone and the Quarryman’s Arms frequented by the quarrymen. They also pass Hazelbury Manor, a sprawling Elizabethan house. The walk will be taken at an easy pace and will last around 4 hours. Walkers should be at Somerfield car park, Bradley Stoke by 10 am where we share cars and drive to the start of the walk.   
	Julie Boston 

Tel: +44 (0)117 942 8637                          Tel: +44 (0)7791 867 512

severnbeach@hotmail.co.uk Walkers can meet at the start of the walk if preferred, Call Geoff for details:

Tel: +44 (0)117 931 5033

	11 April 


	Lunchtime Literature – William Morris – “News from Nowhere”, Royal West of England Academy
	Take 15 minutes from your lunch break and enjoy being read to in the relaxing setting of the RWA galleries the text has been selected to reflect the Bridge exhibition and Brunel 200.


	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April 

FREE ENTRY

	13 April
	Show of Strength’s 'An Audience with Sarah Guppy' at City of Bristol College
	Sarah Guppy (1770-1852), a Bristol based designer, was an innovator ahead of her time. She patented a method for making safe piling for bridges in 1811, seven years before Telford’s Menai Bridge was created, and when Brunel was aged five. Other patents were for a tea and coffee urn (1812), an exercise bed (1831) and a method for caulking ships (1844). Although older than Brunel, she died just seven years before him and worked until at least 1844, when she was 74.  Were Sarah Guppy and Brunel inventing today, they would almost certainly design on computer.  An Audience with Sarah Guppy will be a lecture/theatre performance in which Guppy talks about her life and work, including her significant links with Brunel, illustrated with her designs. These will be recreated, in 3D, by CAD students working from Guppy’s original patents and drawings.  The lecture will last 30-45 minutes, and be followed by a ‘Question and Answer’ Session with Sarah Guppy.  The lecture will be aimed at computing and engineering students, other students and guests.
	See http://showofstrength.org.uk/ for details.

	15 April – 18 June


	Brunel and the Art of Invention at Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery
	A major exhibition of nationally important artworks highlighting the creative links between art, science and industry. The four main thematic areas will be Great Britons, Work and Society, Travel and Empire, and Brunel: artistic engineer. Artworks on loan will include William Powell Frith’s magnificent large-scale canvas The Railway Station showing travellers embarking on the Great Western Railway from Paddington.
	Bristol's City Museum & Art Gallery,
Queen's Road,
Bristol, BS8 1RL
Tel: +44 (0)117 922 3571
Fax: +44 (0)117 922 2047
general_museum@bristol-city.gov.uk 

	15 April 


	Gallery Tour, Royal West of England Academy 


	An informal opportunity to discuss some of the works on display in the “Bridge” exhibition. Led by exhibition co-ordinator and UWE Faculty of Art, Media and Design lecturer Roger Conlon.


	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April 

TOUR FREE OF CHARGE – Usual Admission Fees Apply (£3, £2 Concs)

	18 April 


	Lunchtime Literature – Jules Verne – ‘Around the World in Eighty Days’, Royal West of England Academy
	Take 15 minutes from your lunch break and enjoy being read to in the relaxing setting of the RWA galleries the text has been selected to reflect the Bridge exhibition and Brunel 200 
	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April 

FREE ENTRY

	18 – 20 April
	History and photography exhibition at L-Shed, Industrial Museum
	Exhibition capturing and reflecting upon the work of Brunel in Bristol organised by the Avon Industrial Buildings Trust and North West Bristol Camera Club.
	Jim Gilligan
 

Tel: +44 (0)7973 834253 jimgilligan@blueyonder.co.uk

Also see the North West Bristol Camera Club website www.nwbcc.org.uk

	20 April


	Modern Voyages: Sea Travel since Brunel 


	The inventiveness of Brunel and his contemporaries meant the nineteenth century witnessed unprecedented transformations in the methods and experiences of sea travel.  This conference will be interdisciplinary in approach, bringing together speakers from the world of cultural and historical enquiry with engineers and designers to consider the importance of sea travel in shaping the modern world. A range of sessions will examine the historical realities of these changes, their representation in visual and literary culture and their legacy from the 1840s to today.

There will be 3 sessions, followed by afternoon tea/independent visit and a private view of Brunel and the Art of Invention. 
	Hilary Betts 

History of Art Lifelong Learning 

University of Bristol 

c/o Dept of English 

3-5 Woodland Road 

Bristol BS8 1TB  

hilary.betts@bristol.ac.uk 

FREE ENTRY 

Lunch can be booked for £8.00 and must be booked by 7 April. 

	20 – 22 April
	Castles in the Air at L-shed Bristol Industrial Museum
	From his parent’s romantic meeting in the shadow of the Guillotine, to his untimely demise, Castles in the Air explores what made Isambard tick, and the demons that drove his endless invention and tireless creation.


The L-Shed will play host to a performance involving people of all ages from across the city, who will come together to present a spectacular re-telling of the Brunel story. Castles in the Air performance will have an original musical score, currently being composed by pupils at St Mary Redcliffe’s Primary School and acta musicians. The rehearsals and creative work continues too with the cast at the acta centre in Bedminster. 
	acta
Gladstone Street
Bedminster
Bristol BS3 3AY

info@acta-bristol.com
Tel: +44 (0)117 953 2448
Fax: +44(0)117 953 2348

Tickets are £3.50 adult, £2.00 concessions, £10.00 family ticket (2 adults, 2 children) -available in advance from acta.

	22 April 


	Bridge – Literature Day School, Royal West of England Academy 


	Event run by University of Bristol. Celebrating the local Brunel landmark par excellence, the Clifton Suspension Bridge, this dayschool explores the phenomenon of the modern bridge. In conjunction with the spring exhibition at the Royal West of England Academy, we will consider the imagery of bridges, their engineering and architectural ingenuity, as well as their social significance and role as symbol and metaphor. 


	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April 

Fee: £19.50

	22 April 


	Gallery Tour, Royal West of England Academy
	An informal opportunity to discuss some of the design works on display in the “Bridge” exhibition. Led by exhibition participant and member of the Bristol Design Agency.


	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April 

TOUR FREE OF CHARGE – Usual Admission Fees Apply (£3, £2 Concs)

	24 April 


	Architecture Lecture by Michael Jenner FRIBA, FRSA, RWA, Royal West of England Academy
	
	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April

	25 April 


	Lunchtime Literature – “Visitors Choice”, Royal West of England Academy
	This text will be selected by visitors to the Bridge exhibition and will reflect their vision of Brunel 200. The most relevant text will be read alongside the exhibition in the RWA galleries. FREE ENTRY
	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April

	25 April 2006


	‘Show of Strength’ Theatre Company, 'An Audience with Sarah Guppy', Cheltenham
	See entry at 13 April for details of performance.
	See http://showofstrength.org.uk/ for details

	27 April


	‘Show of Strength’ Theatre Company, 'An Audience with Sarah Guppy', CREATE Centre 
	See entry at 13 April for details of performance. 
	See http://showofstrength.org.uk/ for details

	27 April


	Brunel, his contemporaries and the continuing engineering tradition, Lecture by Professor Tony Hunt, Royal West of England Academy
	Brunel was incredibly adventurous in his designs, not all of which were successful. Apart from being a great engineer, innovator and inventor, he was also an entrepreneur in his multifarious ventures. He lived at a time when the engineer was unconstrained by the complex codes and regulations that we have today and was collaborating with contractors directly.
Putting Brunel into context with his contemporaries, the aim of this talk is to show the exciting spirit of those times and compare work by well known 20th century engineers, including Tony Hunt.  
	Tickets must be booked at The Architecture Centre, Narrow Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA 
Tel: +44 (0)117 922 1540

	29 April 


	Gallery Tour, Royal West of England Academy
	An informal opportunity to discuss some of the design works on display in the “Bridge” exhibition. Led by exhibition participant and member of the Bristol Design Agency.


	As for Bridge 2 – 29 April 

TOUR FREE OF CHARGE – Usual Admission Fees Apply (£3, £2 Concs.)

	29 April 


	Gallery Tour, Brunel and the Art of Invention
	See 15 April for exhibition details
	See 15 April 

	MAY
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	The Nine Lives of I K Brunel at ss Great Britain

The Forces That Made I K Brunel at at-Bristol

Brunel and the Art of Invention at Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery

Brunel 200 Tours at the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	See April for details 
	See April for details

	1 – 30 May
	Sculpture Trail, Western Harbour
	Explore some hidden corners of the western harbour. 

During Brunel’s lifetime, mechanically-kept time developed into something of prime importance. The Victorian railways introduced standard ‘Railway Time’ or ‘London Time’ throughout the country. The GWR (Great Western Railway) timetables had a different adjustment for each station along the line. For Bristol, this was 11 minutes. 

NOVA offers a journey through lost minutes. Into this suspended time emerge curious constructions - scattered remnants from the void, occupying forgotten spaces in the city. The route around the western docklands reveals glimpses of history, myth and make-believe. These are small interventions in a setting already rich with an atmosphere of tension between old and new, past and present. 

Pick up a route map at the tourist office and many other locations, and go exploring. It’s a bit like a treasure hunt.
	Antony Lyons, NOVA

Tel: +44 (0)7791 938159 antonylyons@mac.com

	6 May – 28 May
	200 ideas for Bristol at the Architecture Centre
	In January, Brunel 200 launched a search for ideas to make Bristol an even better place to live, work in and visit. The competition – 200 Ideas for Bristol – aimed to use the spirit and vision of Brunel to inspire people to propose new projects, reflecting all aspects of work and life. There was no limit on the number and type of ideas put forward - big or small ideas; serious or fun.

This exhibition presents the 200 best Ideas for Bristol, exploring all aspects of the city and the way Bristolians live, and the overall winner will be revealed by the end of May.
	Gillian Fearnyough 

Tel: +44 (0)117 922 1540

gillian.fearnyough@architecturecentre.co.uk
www.architecturecentre.co.uk/exhibitions/200_ideas.htm

	6 May


	Gallery Tour, Brunel and the Art of Invention
	See 15 April for details of exhibition
	See 15 April for details

	7 May


	Sunday Funday, Brunel and the Art of Invention
	See 15 April for details of exhibition
	See 15 April for details

	8 May - 31 July
	Brunel’s Legacy, City Inn
	City Inn Bristol’s “Brunel’s Legacy” is free exhibition, open to the public daily from 9:00am to 9:00pm.  Images can be purchased by contacting  Getty Images on 020 7291 5380, prices start from £265.
	http://www.cityinn.com/bristol/arts/artinthehotel.htm

	8 – 19 May
	History and photography exhibition at Council House
	Exhibition capturing and reflecting upon the work of Brunel in Bristol organised by the Avon Industrial Buildings Trust and North West Bristol Camera Club.
	Jim Gilligan
 

Tel: +44 (0)7973 834253 jmgilligan@blueyonder.co.uk

Also see the North West Bristol Camera Club website www.nwbcc.org.uk

	9-25 May
	Bristol Festival of Ideas
	A wide-ranging programme includes Brunel-linked sessions on heroes and heroism, Victorian creativity, and the nature of progress. 
	Andrew Kelly

andrew.kelly@businesswest.co.uk

	10 May


	The Spirit of Brunel lecture  -  

St Mary Redcliffe
	Talks by Kate Bellingham – President of Young Engineers (TV and Radio Presenter and Broadcaster). Last 90 minutes with refreshments available beforehand. Free admission
	http://www.stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/Concerts.htm

Tel: +44 (0)117 9291487

	11 May for approximately 3 months
	Working with Visionaries, Exhibition at Osborne Clarke, Temple Quay
	Display of a number of Brunel's personal items, to highlight the historic link with the law firm and their assistance with some of his most significant projects.  
	Nicola McCarthy (Events Manager)
Osborne Clarke

2 Temple Back East 

Temple Quay, Bristol

BS1 6EG

 

Tel: +44 (0)117 9174486

nicola.mccarthy@osborneclarke.com 

FREE ENTRY

Opening times 9.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday.

	11 May
	Brunel Statue unveiling, Osborne Clarke
	The Brunel statue moves to its new home outside of the Osborne Clarke offices on Temple Quay today.
	See above. 

	12 May


	Show of Strength – An Audience with Sarah Guppy, ss Great Britain 
	See 13 April entry for details of performance.
	See http://showofstrength.org.uk/ for details

	13 May


	Gallery Tour, Brunel and the Art of Invention
	See 15 April for details of exhibition
	See 15 April for details

	13 May


	Steam train trip, Welsh Marches
	Part of the journey will be steam-hauled by ex-GWR King Class locomotive 6024 King Edward. Includes option of Premier Dining Class. ETA back at Temple Meads 8.55pm
	http://www.past-timerail.co.uk/welsh%20march.htm

	19 May


	The Life and Works of Brunel, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Downend


	Talk by Dr Anthony Dickens.

	FREE ENTRY but donations will be requested for the ss Great Britain Preservation Fund.
For further information 

Tel: +44 (0)117 9566682

	20 May


	Gallery Tour, Brunel and the Art of Invention
	See 15 April for details of exhibition
	See 15 April for details

	25 May


	Exploring Boundaries Together, Lecture by Jim Eyre and Ian Firth, at the offices of Arup
	19th century technical innovation related primarily to big objects and machines, an understanding of which could be gained by talented engineers. Technical change is now in another domain the digital arena, or is of a ‘nano’ order and consequently invisible (other than virtually). 
Previously, in the ‘Age of the Engineer’ one rightly identified the exceptional individual (such as Brunel) with their work; now in an ‘Age of Ambiguity’, certainties are more transient. Society searches for new icons and, while many are specious; it is still possible to create inspirational projects. 
The process is changing and, with increased technical and scientific complexity, there are more and more specialisms, yet, while the detail may be impenetrable, computer technology is enabling the inquisitive to see and work across disciplines and, through collaboration, explore new boundaries. This talk will examine the work of Wilkinson Eyre Architects and the engineers Flint and Neill Partnership against this background.
	Tickets booked must be booked at  The Architecture Centre, Narrow Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA 

Tel: +44 (0)117 922 1540

	27 May


	Gallery Tour, Brunel and the Art of Invention
	See 15 April for details of exhibition
	See 15 April for details

	JUNE
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	The Nine Lives of I K Brunel at ss Great Britain

The Forces That Made I K Brunel at at-Bristol

Brunel and the Art of Invention at Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery (closes 18 June)

Brunel 200 Tours at the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	See April for details 
	

	
	Working with Visionaries at Osborne Clarke

Brunel’s Legacy, City Inn
	See May for details.
	

	1 June


	Looking for Brunel, ss Great Britain
	A public debate exploring black reactions to icons of British history and culture commemorated in the cityscape. Chaired by Dr Edson Burton. 

Organised as part of Our Stories Make Waves, an arts project comprising five Bristol based artists Ros Martin, Edson Burton, Valda Jackson, Ruth Pitter and Jenny Davis who have come together to celebrate the birth of Isambard Kingdom Brunel through a series of creative workshops for African diasporal communities, a debate and two public performances.
	Contact: valdajackson@yahoo.co.uk for a reservation (limited places available).



	1 June


	Graphic Workshop, Central Children’s Library 
	Simon Gurr, the graphic artist who did the illustrations for the Brunel graphic novel will be running 2 workshops during half term week. He will show some of his work and explain how it's done, then the children will be able to have a go at designing their own graphic novel and produce one page to take away.
 
Ages: 10 – 15. Places are free but limited to 12 so booking essential.
	Tel: +44 (0)117 9037215

	2 June


	Graphic Workshop, Henbury Library 
	Details as above.
	Tel: +44 (0)117 9038522

	7 June


	Making Waves, ss Great Britain
	Along with participants from community workshops, Jenny Davis, Ruth Pitter, Ros Martin, Valda Jackson and Edson Burton will share/ perform original pieces of work arising from the Our Voices Make Waves project in the dry dock.
	valdajackson@yahoo.co.uk for a reservation (limited places available).

	9-11 June

10-11 June 


	FLOWER FESTIVAL, Christ Church, Petherton Road, Hengrove, Bristol
	CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND WORKS OF BRUNEL
No charge for admission, but donations to the Church welcome.

	Vivienne Hook
Tel: +44 (0)117 9771373

	10 June


	Brunel Sinfonia Summer Concert at Clifton Cathedral
	The Brunel Sinfonia, thanks to a £12,000 grant from Burges Salmon Solicitors in Bristol, has commissioned internationally renowned composer Geoffrey Burgon to write a work in celebration of the Brunel 200 Anniversary. This work will be performed at the Summer Concert.

Concert programme: 

SHOSTAKOVICH - Festive Overture

BURGON - Brunel 200 Commission (World Premiere) 
SELBY - Fading Light (World Premiere) 
BEETHOVEN - Fifth Symphony
	Box Office:

Providence Music,
1 St Georges Rd,
Bristol,
BS1 5UL

Tel: +44 (0)117 927 6536

shop@providencemusic.co.uk
http://www.brunelsinfonia.org.uk/index.htm



	11 June


	Making Waves, ss Great Britain
	Along with participants from community workshops, Jenny Davis, Ruth Pitter, Ros Martin, Valda Jackson and Edson Burton will share/ perform original pieces of work arising from the Our Voices Make Waves project in the dry dock.
	valdajackson@yahoo.co.uk for a reservation (limited places available).

	22 June


	The Reckless Engineer, Lecture by Alistair Lenczner, Foster and Partners. 
	As Brunel’s 200th anniversary is commemorated, it seems apposite to reflect upon how attitudes have changed towards the engineering world both from the viewpoint of the public and from those working within the engineering profession. Some clear differences would seem to be apparent. Whereas engineers in Victorian times could be seen as swashbuckling heroes who helped forge a social revolution with their bold designs using new materials and methods, their modern day counterparts have become a seemingly invisible hand whose work is constrained by codification and attitudes towards risk. Within the realities of the contemporary construction industry is there any place for the spirit of the ‘Reckless Engineer’? 
	Tickets booked must be booked at 

The Architecture Centre, Narrow Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA 
Tel: +44 (0)117 922 1540

	JULY
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	The Nine Lives of I K Brunel at ss Great Britain

The Forces That Made I K Brunel at at-Bristol

Brunel 200 Tours at the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	See April for details 
	

	
	Working with Visionaries at Osborne Clarke

Brunel’s Legacy, City Inn (ends 31 July)
	See May for details
	

	6 – 7 July
	Brunel Bi-centenary conference - How Engineers Change the World at British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	A host of distinguished engineers and inspirational speakers will debate the huge contribution that engineering has made to our society.
	http://www.iceconferences.com/brunel/index.html
General and programme enquiries
Dayle Long
ICE Conferences
One Great George Street
London SW1P 3AA, UK
Tel: +44 (0)20 7665 2313
conferences@ice.org.uk
All queries regarding accommodation should be directed to:
Banks Sadler
Tel: +44 (0)1904 682610
HazelKilvington@banks-sadler.co.uk
Fax +44 (0)1904 679622
www.banks-sadler.co.uk

	10 & 11 July
	Rolls-Royce interschool competitions
	The project involves two interschool competitions: a poster competition open to years 1-4 and a boat-build competition open to years 5-9. Schools in the South West region have been invited to take part. 

The competitions will conclude in two "finals events", where it will be likely that the best entrants will be invited along to attend. 
	Jessica.hawker@rolls-royce.com


	11 July 
	Engineering at Airbus UK – public lecture

Title: 

"Continuing the Vision - Airbus A380 and Beyond" with Gordon McConnell, Senior Vice President.
	This public lecture will be held in the University of Bristol, Chemistry 


	Lecture Theatre, at 6pm on 11 July 2006:

Where: Building 12 on this map.

www.bristol.ac.uk/university/maps/precinct.html
Access: From Woodland Road/Cantock’s Close. 

Directions to University: www.bris.ac.uk/university/maps/

	12 July
	University of Bristol FREE public lecture, Wednesday 12 July


	'The Romance of the Steam Railway', an illustrated talk with slides by Adrian Vaughan, well known author of 'Brunel: Engineering Knight Errant'  and newly published book on 'Brunel: The Artistic Engineer'. 
	Venue and time: Conference Centre, Wills Hall, Parry's Lane, Stoke Bishop, 8-9.30 pm 

Entry FREE by ticket only.  Tickets can be obtained by writing to:-                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Enquiry Office

Public Programmes Office

University of Bristol

8-10 Berkeley Square

Clifton

Bristol

BS8 1HH

Requests to be received by WEDNESDAY 5 JULY.

	AUGUST
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	The Nine Lives of I K Brunel at ss Great Britain

The Forces That Made I K Brunel at at-Bristol

Brunel 200 Tours at the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	See April for details 
	

	
	Working with Visionaries at Osborne Clarke
	See May for details
	

	24 August


	Seven Man-Made Wonders of the West, BBC TWO.
	Following the success of the regional programmes, BBC TWO continues to show the best of the Seven Man-Made Wonders from around the country. 

Amanda Parr examines two of Brunel’s great feats of engineering. Clifton Suspension Bridge - designed in the early 19th century for horses and carriages, it still meets the demands of 21st century traffic. 

The SS Great Britain, built in 1843, was the world's first iron hulled, steam-powered ship. She exemplified the industry and inventiveness of the Victorian era. 

The city of Bath is truly unique. For centuries it has attracted visitors with its hot springs, Roman Baths and splendid Georgian architecture. The United Nations' World Heritage committee has listed it alongside the Pyramids of Giza as having "outstanding universal value".  
	

	SEPTEMBER
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	The Nine Lives of I K Brunel at ss Great Britain

The Forces That Made I K Brunel at at-Bristol

Brunel 200 Tours at the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	See April for details 
	

	15 September
	Brunel 200 Banquet, British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	Brunel was a great showman. When the ss Great Britain was launched in 1843, there was a huge party, a massive dinner hosted by Prince Albert, and guests retired to Leigh Court for drinks. For 2006 a dinner will be held in the Passenger Shed, British Empire and Commonwealth Museum, that will recall the original evening: both the venue dressing and the menu will be in keeping with the Victorian theme. Guests will sit at long tables, and there will be a variety of entertainment, including brass bands, choral music and orchestral pieces.

The original dinner cost one guinea. The 600 guests on this occasion will pay £150 (including VAT).
	Jon Symons of the Bristol Junior Chamber of Commerce Jon.Symons@rokgroup.com

	16 September
	High Sheriff’s Concert, Bristol Cathedral
	Julian Lloyd Webber and the Brandon Hill Chamber Orchestra under Alexander Shelley. Programme includes Mendelssohn's Hebrides Overture and Elgar's cello Concerto.

£30, £20, £10
	Bristol Cathedral Box Office
College Green
Bristol
BS1 5TJ

Tel: +44 (0)117 946 8183

	Mid-September
	Finale celebrations in Bristol 
	Details to follow.
	

	OCTOBER/ NOVEMBER/

DECEMBER
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	The Nine Lives of I K Brunel at ss Great Britain (closes 31 October)

The Forces That Made I K Brunel at at-Bristol (to December)

Brunel 200 Tours at the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
	See April for details 
	

	15 and 16 October 
	‘Coming Home’
A musical retelling of the adventures of the ss Great Britain.
	Children, from Horfield CE Primary School, Bristol have been inspired by the composer Mark Lawrence and writer Claire Williamson to create a music theatre that follows the fame and fortune of this incredible ship. This music theatre will celebrate the building and launch of Brunel's design and take you on a journey of her adventures before she is returned to Bristol where she is welcomed home and restored to her former glory.

In performance children from across the city will be joined by Brunel himself together with Alice, a singer whose life is mirrored by the story of the ship.  The children will discover the hidden stories of the ship through diaries and pictures, composing songs and music that they will perform alongside professional musicians and a community chorus in a memorable and moving production.


	St Georges, Bristol. 

For further information, contact Chris Green

School Administration Manager

Tel: +44 (0)117 9030041

	24 October


	'Heroes of the Industrial Revolution: inventors and engineers in Victorian public art' Dr Chris Macleod, at University of Bristol

	First in the Autumn Art Lecture series on the theme Designing a New World: art and industry. Series organiser Dr Claire I R O’Mahony, Director of History of Art Lifelong Learning, University of Bristol All welcome! 
	There is a loop system. For further information about the University Art Lectures, please contact Charlotte Eve on Tel: +44 (0)117 928 8519. 

The lectures are FREE and are held in the Reception Room, Wills Memorial Building, Queen’s Road.

	31 October


	'Industry versus Industriousness: Arts and Crafts Furniture and Metalwork in the Industrial Age' Mary Greensted, at University of Bristol
	Autumn Art Lecture Series (see 24 October for details).
	See 24 October for details.

	7 November


	'Autoaeronautica: cross-over design in transport interiors' Professor Greg Votolato, at University of Bristol
	Autumn Art Lecture Series (see 24 October for details).
	See 24 October for details.

	14 November


	‘An Art for Commerce or Commercial Art? Art and Advertising in the Twentieth Century’ John Hewitt, at University of Bristol
	Autumn Art Lecture Series (see 24 October for details).
	See 24 October for details.

	20 November


	‘Immigration, Diversity and Belonging’, Yasmin Alibhai-Brown

	Inspired by the often-overlooked fact that Brunel was the son of an asylum-seeker (his French father, Marc, avoided the guillotine by fleeing to America and then to Britain), the University decided that it would also be appropriate to arrange a series of lectures on the theme of Immigration, Diversity and Belonging.  We have found four highly regarded speakers who will explore such issues as the impact of immigration and diversity on the life and economy of the UK, the condition of civil liberties at a time when there seems to be more heat than light in the public discourse on these matters, and other social and political dimensions of the subject.


	This series of lectures is free of charge, and each one will last approximately 45 minutes. Reception Room, Wills Memorial Building, Queen’s Road/Park Row. 

If you have any special needs, please let us know in good time by telephoning Bristol (0117) 928 8895 and we will do our best to cater for you.

Seats can be reserved by writing to Public Relations Office, Communications and Marketing Services, University of Bristol, Senate House, Tyndall Avenue, Bristol BS8 1TH.  Or fax:  (0117) 929 2396.

	21 November


	'Gender, modernism and the design of industrial ceramics in Britain in the 1930s: a comparative study of Susie Cooper and Clarice Cliff’ Dr Cheryl Buckley, at University of Bristol 
	Autumn Art Lecture Series (see 24 October for details).
	See 24 October for details.

	22 November 


	‘Immigration, Diversity and Belonging’, Sir Digby Jones
	See 20 November for details
	See 20 November for details

	28 November
	'Making London Swing - Tradition and Innovation in the 1960s Fashion Scene' Professor Christopher Breward, at University of Bristol
	Autumn Art Lecture Series (see 24 October for details).
	See 24 October for details.

	4 December


	‘Bristol – Science City’, Professor Eric Thomas
	See November 20 for details
	See November 20 for details

	5 December 


	‘Immigration, Diversity and Belonging’, Professor Lord Bhikkhu Parekh
	See November 20 for details
	See November 20 for details
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