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A Brunel Christmas to one and all – demand the impossible
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Brunel 200 – the body leading the celebrations of the life and work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel for the bicentenary of his birth in 2006 – launches its Christmas message and card today.  
 
The Brunel 200 Christmas card has been prepared by artist Simon Gurr, who is currently completing the Brunel comic – a 100 page graphic biography of the life and work of Brunel. It depicts Brunel as a snowman, with the Clifton Suspension Bridge in the background, and the classic cigar replaced by a carrot. 
 
The card carries the message:
 

Peace on Earth. Goodwill to all People

Like Brunel: demand the impossible in 2006
 
The message is characteristically Brunellian. Andrew Kelly, director of Brunel 200, said today:
 

‘When Kenneth Clark made his series Civilisation he compared Brunel to the great renaissance painters. Memorably, he said that all his life Brunel lived “in love with the impossible”. We wanted our card to be fun and to reflect this great pursuit and ambition’.
 
The Brunel 200 comic will be published in March 2006 with a print run of 100,000. It will be distributed free of charge. 
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Contacts
Andrew Kelly

+44 (0)1275 370816 



Mobile: 07778 932 778 



andrew.kelly@businesswest.co.uk
 
Melanie Kelly

+44 (0) 1225 470180 



brunel200@btopenworld.com.
 
Attached is front of the Christmas card. 
 
Brunel 200 is an initiative of Bristol Cultural Development Partnership: Arts Council England, Bristol City Council and Business West. Brunel 200 is funded by:
Millennium Commission, Arts Council England and Heritage Lottery Fund.
 

NOTES TO EDITORS
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Brunel 200 
Brunel 200 is responsible for the overall bicentennial celebrations taking place in Bristol and the South West throughout 2006. It is an initiative of Bristol Cultural Development Partnership (BCDP). BCDP is a partnership of Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. It promotes long-term cultural development in Bristol. Projects include: At-Bristol, Brief Encounters Short Film Festival, Animated Encounters, Bristol Legible City, the Bristol Festival of Ideas, and the annual Great Reading Adventure, when everyone is encouraged to read the same book at the same time. 
 
Brunel 200 is funded by Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. It is supported by funding from the National Lottery, including over £500,000 from the Urban Cultural Programme (Arts Council England and the Millennium Commission) and a grant of £980,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
The Brunel 200 website at www.brunel200.com includes extensive background information about Brunel as well as news of activities planned for the celebrations. 
 
Highlights of the Brunel 200 activities include:

 
        On Brunel’s birthday weekend, 8-9 April 2006, there will be a procession and street party culminating in the switching on of the new lighting scheme at the Clifton Suspension Bridge.
        Major exhibitions at ss Great Britain, At-Bristol and the Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery covering the story of Brunel’s life and work, the science and engineering of Brunel, and the art of the industrial age.
        Free distribution through schools and libraries of 100,000 copies of a 96pp graphic biography of Brunel’s life and work for readers aged 11 and upwards. Other publications include Brunel: ‘in love with the impossible’ with 16 newly commissioned essays and 400 illustrations.
        Massive education programme ensuring that every school child in Bristol will have the opportunity to learn about Brunel, visit the exhibitions and Brunel attractions. Other educational projects include reopening the competition to design the Clifton Suspension Bridge; working to encourage more people – and especially women – to go into engineering; and the placing of artists, scientists and engineers in residence in schools.
        A re-creation of the Royal Dinner of 1843, which launched the ss Great Britain.
        Bristol’s annual Great Reading Adventure in which everyone will be encouraged to read Around the World in Eighty Days, chosen because of its theme of opening up the world through transport and technology as well as because Jules Verne, its author, travelled on Brunel’s ship, the ss Great Eastern. This will become a South West regional project for 2006 as part of the Brunel 200 celebrations. It is anticipated that 100,000 people at least will participate.
        Widespread promotion of engineering, architecture, design and the arts.
      A Brunel Festival in Swindon and closing celebrations in Bristol. 
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