26 September 2005

Eureka!  England’s Genius map launched…but do we know who they are?

Enjoy England has launched its England’s Genius map highlighting the attractions which best bring to life the world-changing creations of great English pioneers, engineers, inventors, writers and experimentalists.  The creation of the map has been inspired by the fact that 2006 hosts a series of special events celebrating two of England’s most prominent geniuses.  

2006 firstly marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of the brilliant engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel, whose legacy is both physical and inspirational. Also, in April 2006 the Royal Shakespeare Company launches a year-long Complete Works Festival when theatre companies from around the world will visit Stratford-upon-Avon to help present every play and poem written by Shakespeare.  

According to recent research commissioned by Enjoy England, 67 per cent of UK adults are not aware that Brunel created the Clifton Suspension Bridge; 61 per cent did not know that Frank Whittle invented the jet engine and 41 per cent hadn’t a clue that Shakespeare wrote 'As You Like It', so maybe it’s time to get to know England’s Geniuses a bit better!

The map is designed to inspire us Brits to rediscover some of the monumental achievements of our ancestors while enjoying a selection of England’s finest visitor attractions and locations associated with England’s Geniuses.  It guides the reader to, amongst others, the people that developed the theory of evolution, the computer, electric telephone, the world’s first passenger railway, the law of gravity (where’s my apple?) and the jet engine - not forgetting the geniuses that brought us fizzy drinks, laughing gas and a steam-powered lawnmower.  
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More than 80 attractions throughout England are featured in the new map…why not, for example, visit Bristol to see the spectacular new-look ss Great Britain attraction following its £11 million improvement programme?  This famous Brunel icon was the world’s first iron-hulled, steam powered passenger ship. Then head to the nearby Clifton Suspension Bridge to view one of Brunel’s greatest achievements.  

For literary inspiration, head to Shakespeare’s Birthplace in Stratford-upon-Avon, visit the playwright’s grave in Holy Trinity Church and enjoy a theatre performance by the Royal Shakespeare Company. Alternatively, visit the home of Charles Darwin in Kent and wander around the garden he used for inspiration and as a test bed for his ideas…whatever inspires you, don’t delay and seek out a genius today!

A free copy of the England’s Genius map can be ordered by calling 0845 458 5555.  A fully interactive map and further information is also available online at www.enjoyengland.com/maps
For further press information please contact:

Tess Sullivan, Publicity Executive 020 8563 3351 / tess.sullivan@visitbritain.org or

Rae White, Publicity Manager at VisitBritain 020 8563 3378 / rae.white@visitbritain.org
Notes to editors:
· The England’s Genius campaign partners include Destination Bristol www.visitbristol.co.uk and Heart of England Tourism www.visitheartofengland.com
· The findings of the research resulted from a telephone survey amongst 1,010 UK adults conducted on behalf of Enjoy England.  Interviews took place over the weekend 2nd – 4th September 2005.

· To register for the monthly media newsletter, AngloFILE, please go to www.enjoyengland.com/presscentre 

