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BRUNEL’S BRISTOL TRANSPORT DREAM IS REALISED AFTER 200 YEARS

Almost 200 years after the birth of Isambard Kingdom Brunel, his historic dream of integrated transport, using Bristol as a stop off point between London and New York, has been realised.

Leslie Perrin, chair of Brunel 200, the Committee charged with coordination of the nationwide celebration in 2006 of the bicentenary of Brunel's birth, donned Brunel’s trade mark ‘stove pipe hat’ to travel by train from London Paddington to Bristol Temple Meads, before joining the first Continental Airlines flight from Bristol to New York.  Leslie thereby became the first person ever to travel between London and New York via the route of which Brunel dreamed almost 200 years ago.

The journey echoes Brunel’s original vision of Bristol as a hub for transatlantic travel, a vision, which drove the construction of some of his most famous projects, including the Great Western Railway and the SS Great Britain. Brunel dreamed of mass transatlantic travel, originating at one of his greatest projects, Paddington Station, using the Great Western Railway to the station he also designed at Bristol Temple Meads, with passengers staying overnight at Brunel House (now home to Bristol City Council’s planning department in St George’s Road, but originally designed by Brunel as a magnificent hotel for railway passengers) before embarking on Brunel’s SS Great Britain steam ship to New York.

Leslie’s recreation of Brunel’s journey heralds a fabulous programme of high profile events scheduled in Bristol for 2006, to mark the bicentenary of Britain’s best known engineer and marks the launch of Continental Airlines’ daily service between Bristol and New York.

IMAGES AVAILABLE: Leslie Perrin, chair of the Brunel 200 Group, donning his ‘stove pipe’ Brunel hat as he disembarks from the Paddington train at Bristol Temple Meads, before flying to New York on the first scheduled transatlantic flight from Bristol International Airport.
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