DETAILS OF HLF SUPPORTED BRUNEL 200 PROJECTS IN THE SOUTH WEST WITH MEDIA CONTACTS

	Organisation/ Project 
	Quote on Value of Project
	Inspiration Behind the Project
	Contact Information

	ATMOSPHERIC EVENT, NEWTON ABBOT 13th/14th MAY 2006 including demonstrations of the working atmospheric railway from Barometer World and Museum as well demonstrations of vacuum guns and hemispheres.

	This project will remind the people of Newton Abbot of the importance of its railway history and put in their minds the link the town has with the extraordinary genius of Isambard Kingdom Brunel.

This event will give a springboard to the town’s resurgence. The Town Council is fully behind it.

-  The Mayor of Newton Abbot, Councillor Ken Lewis.


	Brunel had such an impact on the Country we live in and continues to do so today. Our project is celebrating the courage and inspiration of Brunel’s character. His atmospheric system was ingenious but very problematic, ending in failure, but what an idea!

Would the system have failed if he had not been under so much pressure at the time? As Daniel Gooch wrote in his diary of Brunel “great things are not done by those who sit down & count the cost.......”

The inspiration for undertaking the project came from contact with Andrew Kelly from Bristol. His enthusiasm to promote the genius of Brunel throughout the South West and his support of the group that became involved in the HLF bid. Meeting all the people with Brunel interests and to be a part of something this big has been inspirational indeed!
	Felicity Cole 01626-201121 

or if unavailable Yvonne Braunton on 01626-201120     museum@newton abbot-tc.gov.uk or yvonneb@newtonabbot-tc.gov.uk

	BRITISH POSTAL MUSEUM, TOURING EXHIBITION

at venues around the region. Pays tribute to the incredible impact that Brunel had on the postal service and advancing communication. It highlights the wealth of material behind the design and production of the 2006 commemorative stamps linked to his birthday celebrations.
	The impact that Brunel’s innovations had on the advancement of the postal service was considerable. He typified the Victorian era and attitudes, striving for speed and advancement at a time when inland and overseas communications were changing rapidly.  This exhibition of stamp artwork and material from the Royal Mail Archive is a celebration of Brunel’s engineering and architectural achievements.  It is the first time that the material will have been on display, and it is extremely fitting that it will be taken through Brunel’s ‘empire’ in the South West.

- Douglas Muir, Curator, Philately The British Postal Museum & Archive 
	
	Emma Roberts - Marketing Officer - The British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, LONDON WC1X 0DL

T 020 7239 2114

F 020 7239 2576

E emma.roberts@postalheritage.org.uk

	BRUNEL MANOR – CELEBRATING BRUNEL’S GARDEN restoring the gardens at Watcombe for public access and producing a detailed trail map as well as a fully illustrated book telling the fascinating Watcombe story.
	Brunel Manor is situated in 12 acres of Woodland that formed part of the original estate owned by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and was his intended retirement home. We are restoring as much of the gardens to his original designs as possible, and making them open to the public so that both local people and other interested parties can view the area as Brunel himself intended. The renewed access will provide the local community with a source of important historical information to view and share, as well as promoting further interest in the remaining area of woodland now under the care of the Council and Torbay Coast & Countryside Trust.

-  Richard Hillard, General Manager Brunel Manor (Woodlands House of Prayer Trust, the present owners of the property.)


	As this was Brunel’s choice of where he wanted to live, we have a wealth of information regarding his skills in garden design and knowledge, and wish to restore the estate to how he had wanted it to be. We are a prime Brunel location and believe  a very important part of Brunel’s life was spent here, and his desire to live here demonstrates how much he loved the area. The restoration of the garden areas is of great importance for now and to preserve for future generations.
	Richard Hillard, General Manager, daytime Tel: 01803 329333, (or 01626 772502) Mob: 07969 077243 email: rick@brunelmanor.com or info@brunelmanor.com

	DAWLISH REGENERATION GROUP – WHEN THE RAILWAY CAME TO DAWLISH including a trail guide, with permanent interpretation boards at six key sites along the rail route, complemented by a Dawlish Town Heritage Trail and exhibition in Dawlish Museum.
	This project will give the casual visitor a broad understanding of the origin of the coastal railway route, including Brunel’s application of the Atmospheric system of propulsion, and the impact of this engineering on the lives of people living in the area. It will add considerably to the enjoyment of tourism along this coast. 

-  Robert Vickery, Chairman Dawlish Regeneration Group.


	Brunel’s railway engineering had a huge impact on the economy of the West Country, opening up new markets for agriculture and bringing visitors to a very beautiful part of England.  The railway journey from Paddington to Penzance takes on an almost surreal quality where the track skirts the sea between Dawlish Warren and Teignmouth, and waves can crash over carriages with onshore gales. 

The impact of Brunel’s decision to use the coastal route is particularly evident in Dawlish and it is time to illustrate how this came about, and to celebrate the engineering.
	Bob Vickery, Chairman, Dawlish Regeneration Group

Tel:  01626 – 888378

Email:  bob@trusham.freeserve.co.uk

	DEVON’S BRUNEL JOURNEY – DEVON LIBRARIES creating a 70 page booklet which will act as a history and guide as participants follow the route of Brunel’s Exeter to Plymouth railway line and see for themselves what original structures and features remain.


	Our booklet - Devon’s Brunel Journey - will help rail travellers between Exeter and Plymouth get a wonderful insight to the railway and also the beautiful scenery that it traverses- from both a historical and a contemporary perspective.

-  Kelvin Crook, Public Services Librarian, Exmouth.
	Brunel was possibly the greatest Briton - certainly in non-military terms- in the last 300 years. The bicentennial of his birth is reason enough to honour the memory of such a genius.
	Kelvin Crook 01395 278747 / no mobile phone / email address: kelvin.crook@devon.gov.uk

	FALMOUTH ART GALLERY

13 May to 15 July 2006
Major exhibition mounted as part of South West Tourism’s commemorations to mark the achievements of Brunel in Cornwall, including rare Cornish prints, photographs, archives,   automata and paintings.
	We are grateful to the Heritage Lottery Fund and to Martyn Heighton and his team at South West Tourism for spearheading the Brunel 200 project. Brunel’s Great Western Railway provided an important link to Falmouth and is a key part of our local heritage. The gallery will be running workshops during the exhibition from Babypaint to Age Concern. 

- Director, Brian Stewart
	Brunel’s Great Western Railway had a profound and lasting influence on the shaping of Cornwall. This exhibition provides us with a unique opportunity to celebrate Brunel’s achievements with visitors, schools and the local community.
	Brian Stewart or Natalie Rigby 
Falmouth Art Gallery

The Moor, Falmouth, Conrwall, TR11 2RT

01326 313863

                     info@falmouthartgallery.com

	FOLK SOUTH WEST, IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE LITTLE GIANT a project with three main strands – schools, community and performance – each focusing on the social impact of Brunel’s work, both then and now, largely through the medium of folk song, music and theatre.

	The South West is rich in creativity and tradition. Using the folk arts, song writing and oral history we will be working with schools and communities across the region to celebrate the legacy of Brunel’s inspirational work. 

 

- Eddie Upton, Director of Folk South West
 


	Brunel had a major impact on the region’s life and landscape. He used ordinary working people to help realise his vision – people with their own culture and traditions. 200 years after his birth, Brunel’s work still affects our lives. This project gives people in the region an exciting opportunity to learn more about the wealth and breadth of their industrial, social and cultural heritage and to reflect on the effect of Brunel’s work on their lives in the 21st century.
	Eddie Upton, Director
Folk South West, The Stables, Montacute House, Montacute, Somerset TA15 6XP
Tel. 01935 822911     Fax. 01935 822024     eddie@folksw.org.uk

	GREAT READING ADVENTURE – AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS
	We are delighted that all 15 library authorities in the region are taking part in this mass reading project, joining with schools, hospitals, prisons, reading groups, local businesses and others in encouraging widespread reading and learning about the past. This will make a brilliant start to Brunel 200 as Jules Verne’s novel captures all the excitement of a world transformed by transport and technology. It is a book that can be enjoyed by all ages. There is no better choice.

- Andrew Kelly, director 
	The Great Reading Adventure has run successfully in Bristol as an annual event since 2003. For our fourth Great Reading Adventure we wanted a book that the whole region could enjoy and learn from as part of our celebrations of the work of Brunel.
	Andrew Kelly
+44 (0)1275 370816 

Mobile: 07778 932 778 

andrew.kelly@businesswest.co.uk
www.swreads.com


	HOLBURNE MUSEUM OF ART, BRUNEL IN BATH an exhibition and events programme opening 9 April 2006 telling the story of the impact of the Great Western Railway on the city of Bath; how the people of Bath reacted to Brunel, and, of Brunel’s relationship with the city including original design drawings, contemporary topographical views and local history material.
	Brunel’s Great Western Railway runs within a hundred metres of the Holburne Museum - a startling record of nineteenth century enterprise and ingenuity amid the Georgian gentility of Sydney Gardens. The story of the railway’s arrival in Bath is a fascinating one which reveals much about Brunel’s inventiveness and the city which it changed forever. Telling the story now will transform familiar landmarks throughout the city and make them as extraordinary as they were when trains first came to Bath. There could be no better place to tell this story than the Holburne.

- Dr Alexander Sturgis, Director, The Holburne Museum of Art
	
	Katie Jenkins, 01225 820818, k.jenkins@bath.ac.uk

	PENLEE MUSEUM & GALLERY programme of schools packs and family workshops exploring the scientific and engineering principles which informed and inspired Brunel.
	It is vital that local children understand the important role that the great Victorian engineer, Isambard Kingdom Brunel played in the development of their area and the world in general.  This project will allow children to learn about Brunel through a range of resources which will be available to schools throughout Cornwall. 

- Jonathan Holmes Access and Outreach Officer 

Penlee House Gallery and Museum 
	Brunel, one of the world greatest engineers was responsible for opening up Cornwall to the world this resulted in the development of tourism today Cornwall’s lifeblood.  This was because Brunel was responsible for the West Cornwall and Cornwall Railways, not forgeting the construction of the masterpiece, the Royal Albert Bridge at Saltash which meant that it became relatively easy to travel from the far west of Cornwall to many parts of the United Kingdom. 
	Jonathan Holmes - Access and Outreach Officer, Penlee House Gallery and Museum. 01736 363625 and jholmes@penleehouse


	PORTHCURNO TELEGRAPH MUSEUM, CELEBRATING THE GREAT EASTERN an educational project showing the impact of Brunel’s engineering genius on the development of international cable communications.


	The story of Brunel’s Great Eastern Steamship and the way it was used to further the development of international communications during the expansion of the British Empire is a little known but incredibly important part of Brunel’s legacy and British history. Brunel 200 is an ideal vehicle for promoting this story to the public. 

– Lesley Allen
	The Great Eastern laid the first cable to come into Porthcurno Cable Station, the other end of which ultimately ended up in Bombay. We will be using the Brunel 200 celebrations to link a Cornish School with school in Bombay (Mumbai) to reinterpret the historical significance of the event form two different perspectives. The results of this collaboration will be displayed in Porthcurno Museum during 2006.
	Lesley Allen, lesleyallen@porthcurno.org.uk, 01736 810592

	RODBOURNE LIVING STORY, RODBOURNE COMMUNITY HISTORY GROUP & ENGLISH HERITAGE an interactive walking trail around the community of Rodbourne following a paper-based trail map with numerous activities to do en-route.
	Everyone has a story tell. Collectively the community of Rodbourne are sharing theirs to celebrate Rodbourne’s links with the Great Western Railway’s engineering works in Swindon, as part of Brunel 200. Supported by members of the Rodbourne Community History Group in partnership with English Heritage’s National Monuments Record, the project is seeking to engage a wide cross-section of the local community in creating a permanent written, oral, and photographic record for future reference and use. As well as connecting the community to its past and establishing a sense of place, the project will give a wider audience the chance to join in the celebrations through a fun interactive walking tour of the area planned for July 2006.
	Rodbourne owes its existence to the establishment of the Great Western Railway’s engineering works in Swindon, and thereby ultimately to Brunel.
	Jane Golding

Outreach Officer, National Monuments Record

01793 414735

jane.golding@english-heritage.org.uk

	ROYAL CORNWALL MUSEUM, BRUNEL’S CORNWALL creating a definitive record of Brunel’s creations in Cornwall, from track and viaducts to stations and signal boxes.
	Our aim for ‘Brunel’s Cornwall’ is to raise awareness of Brunel’s influence in Cornwall by producing a range of accessible resources to enable people to explore Brunel’s history.

Working with a team of volunteers and enthusiasts we hope to create a definitive photographic record of Brunel’s creations in Cornwall, from track and viaducts to stations and signal boxes. These will then be available via exhibition, the internet and in a small publication for people to investigate.  
	Although Brunel only spent a short time in Cornwall his impact was huge. Brunel and the coming of the railway heralded a new chapter in Cornish history with mass tourism replacing Tin as the boom industry.

The building of the Royal Albert Bridge and the laying down track with the Cornwall and West Cornwall Railways really enabled Cornwall to become truly accessible.
	Leah Mynett

Marketing Manager

Royal Institution of Cornwall

Royal Cornwall Museum

River Street, Truro 

Cornwall, TR1 2SJ

Direct line: 01872 242788

Mobile: 07929 110629

Fax: 01872 240514

http://www.royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk
leah.mynett@royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk


	SIXTH SENSE THEATRE COMPANY, BRUNEL 200 EDUCATION PACKAGE 
	Brunel’s creativity as an engineer is an inspiration to artists in terms of vision, commitment, and initiative. He is a great source for educational projects and his anniversary provides a great platform for the arts and sciences to work together in order to explore and promote our heritage and encourage the Brunel’s of tomorrow.

- Benedict Eccles, Artistic Director for Sixth Sense
	Brunel 200 has provided Sixth Sense Theatre Company with a unique opportunity to support its existing theatre in education projects in primary schools with a comprehensive educational package. This vast resource links our audience of over 20,000 children with a range a curriculum activities, website projects and training for both teachers and pupils.
	Fiona Da Silva-Adams, 01793 614864, 07799691328,  sstc@dircon.co.uk

	STEAM MUSEUM, SWINDON staging an exhibition which builds upon the story told within the existing museum displays about Brunel the man, his designs and engineering achievements, his ambitions and his failures, using original Brunel artefacts, some of which will be on display for the first time.
	Here at STEAM - Museum of the Great Western Railway, Swindon, we’ll be celebrating Brunel 200 with special displays in the Museum culminating in the Swindon Railway Festival on 16/17 September.  We are planning to have plenty of exhibits and activities telling visitors of the massive contribution Brunel made to the development of the railways and to Swindon in particular.

- Felicity Ball, Curator  
	
	Felicity Ball, Curator  
Curator 
STEAM Museum of the Great Western Railway 
Kemble Drive 
Swindon 
SN2 2TA

Tel: 01793 466 607Fax: 01793 466 615

E-mail: fball@swindon.gov.uk


	STREATS OF BATH – SYDNEY GARDENS Brunel-themed performances of promenade theatre during the Bath Fringe Festival’s Bedlam Weekend 2006.
	The project allows us to tell some stories about Bath – not the usual Georgian Heritage stuff either, but things people won’t have heard about – in a different way. It also allows us and the people we work with (including many non-professional performers) to develop what we’ve been doing in the last few years into a different kind of event.

- Steve Henwood, of Streats Ltd.

 

 


	We were inspired by the idea of doing something in Sydney Gardens - which is a space we’ve used before with much pleasure – because it has all the main means of transport going either through it or alongside, and because it’s a park with a great and varied history. Brunel has been a figure I’ve known about all my life – my father, a Cornishman, was and is a devotee of the GWR – and it will be good to make this historical character and his historical achievement (so much of which is still with us) ‘live’ a little.
	Steve Henwood 01225 480079 steve@bathfringe.co.uk

	SWINDON BRUNEL FESTIVAL 8-16 July 2006,  building on the existing Swindon festival, including within it a major celebration of the Railway Village and Great Western Railway works with a participatory programme led by Cirque Bijou. Later in the year there will be a performance of the Swindon Opera.
	This project gives Swindon people and visitors the chance to celebrate the rich heritage of our town, including Brunel’s beautiful Railway Village. In Swindon, we want to shout about the wonderful achievements of Brunel that are reflected in our town today - as a centre for commercial growth and innovation. The project will help raise Swindon’s profile regionally and nationally and put our town firmly on the map.

- Councillor Justin Tomlinson, Cabinet Member for Leisure, Culture and Recreation
	We are especially excited about Brunel 200 because of its link to the whole South West region. The project is also a terrific opportunity for us to forge stronger links with local community groups. Swindon residents, community groups and visitors alike will be encouraged to enjoy a range of creative and fun events to celebrate our important railway heritage.

- Helen Miah, Manager for Swindon Borough Council’s Arts Services and Swindon project manager for Brunel 200
	Helen Miah, 01793 466544 or 07766368261 or 07901931984 hmiah@swindon.gov.uk 

	SWINDON – YOUTH INFORMATION
	It is important for young people to understand their heritage and how better to do this than through a medium that they can engage with, ‘Expressive Art.’ Young people will be introduced to pictures and images of Brunels work, learn about the growth of Swindon and present this is in a creative format. 

-  Marie Manser, Youth Information Swindon (YIS) Co-ordinator
	Young people have asked me “Who is Brunel?” “Why is the club called The Brunel Rooms?” “Why is the shopping area called The Brunel?” Lets use this opportunity to reach out to young people and inform them of Swindon’s heritage.
	Marie Manser-Youth Information Swindon (YIS Co-ordinator) 01793 496969, 07876282461, marie@youthinfoswindon.org or our website is www.youthinfoswindon.org

	TEIGNBRIDGE SOUTH HAMS MUSEUM, MEET MR ISAMBARD KINGDOM BRUNEL exhibition of Brunel’s work in the South West, including the Great Western Railway and the Atmospheric Railway of South Devon, using artefacts, photographs, archive material and memorabilia from their collections.

	The Brunel Exhibition is important to our museum as it follows the link with the Great Western Railway. The Brunel Exhibition will be of great benefit to local people in the town who remember the station when it was working and can bring their children and grand children along. It will also benefit the local schools who visit the station each year.
 

- Margaret Wright, Secretary Bovey Tracey Heritage Trust
	
	Susan Eddisford eddisford@onetel.com

	TORQUAY MUSEUM, BRUNEL AND THE RAILWAY AGE – A SOCIAL REVOLUTION a flagship exhibition at Torquay with additional smaller satellite exhibitions at Brixham Heritage Museum and Newton Abbot Museum, and a travelling show that will visit local libraries.
	Receiving funding from the HLF makes it possible for us to mark the Brunel anniversary in South Devon with first class community based exhibitions and interpretation.

-  Cllr Colin Charlwood, Torbay Council’s Heritage Champion.


	We in Torbay have strong links with Brunel. He is best known for the Great Western Railway which helped the Victorian Seaside holiday to become fashionable. However the other side of the man can also be seen through his community work and his retirement home at Watcombe.

- Ros Palmer Curator Torquay Museum
	Tim Crine, 

Museum Education and Access Officer

01803 296026 tim.crine@torbay.gov.uk

	WESTON QUILTERS display of quilts providing individual interpretations of the life and work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel.  
	Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s work affecting the West Country is acknowledged as a remarkable feat.   At Weston Super Quilts, from 22nd to 24th September at The Winter Gardens in Weston-Super-Mare, his genius will be interpreted in quilts both pictorial and impressionistic by quilters from all over the United Kingdom.

- Penny Orchard, Chairman
	
	Penny Orchard
 Telephone 01934 812623
17 Oldmixon Road,
Weston-Super-Mare
Somerset BS24 9NW
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