BRUNEL 200 EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN THE SOUTH WEST (excludes Bristol) DURING 2006


	DATE 
	TITLE & LOCATION
	DESCRIPTION
	FURTHER INFORMATION

	MARCH
	
	
	

	25 March 


	Townswomen’s Guilds Regional  Day Conference  “Brunel  ..  and 200 years after …” at Wiltshire Music Centre, Ashley Road, Bradford on Avon.
	Celebrate Brunel’s’ birthday and Women in Engineering. 

Speakers:  Dr Nina Baker BSc PhD  - “Women in Engineering”

Mrs Sue Partridge MA MSc CEng RaeS - “Engineering the Airbus A380”

Keynote:  Emeritus Professor R Angus Buchanan BE MA PhFD FSA FRHistS - “I K Brunel in engineering history”

 … with an afternoon’s unique words and music entertainment by “Three Men’s Company aka 3MC with Actor/Presenter David Higson. 

.
	Contact:  Joan Norman   

Tel: +44(0)1761 413580  

Malcolmnorman@aol.com 

Programmes £8. plus pre-booked £5 lunch

	APRIL
	
	
	

	3 April and then ongoing
	On the Right Track – Brunel and the GWR, Saltash Heritage Museum
	Opening of exhibition.
	Limited opening hours. Contact Mrs Liz Sharpe, Secretary of Saltash Heritage for details

	9 April,

29 April - 1 May, 

3 – 4 May, 

24 - 25 June, 

1 – 2 July, 

19, 26 July, 

5 – 6 August, 

26 - 28 August,  

23 - 24 September, 

28 - 29 October
	Didcot Railway Centre
	Didcot Railway Centre is home to the Broad Gauge steam locomotive Fire Fly. Come and ride behind Fire Fly on Brunel’s Broad Gauge railway, departing from a genuine Great Western Railway Transfer Shed and travelling past Brunel’s atmospheric pipes recovered from the South Devon ‘caper’. Fire Fly is planned to steam on Brunel’s birthday 2006.  There is also a programme of narrow gauge events throughout the year.
	Didcot Railway Centre, Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11 7NJ

Tel: +44(0)1235 817200

www.didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk

	8 April
	Stroud Brunel Group celebrations – launch event, The Subscription Rooms, George Street, Stroud
	The project will be launched on 8 April by ‘Mr Brunel’ with the cutting of an ingenious birthday cake. The celebratory events will include a major exhibition and banquet, a series of lectures & extended walks, sketchbook walks, poetry commissions & performances, a drama performance together with educational projects in primary schools and concludes with an engineering seminar for students.
	Contact: Anne Mackintosh 

ahmack@btinternet.com
+44 (0)1453 766273

www.brunel200Stroud.org.uk 

The Subscription Rooms, George Street, Stroud. 

FREE EVENT

	9 April
	Brunel Birthday tea at Brunel Manor, Torquay
	Free public opening of the gardens 2.30 – 5.30pm. Opening ceremony at 3.00pm. Exhibition opens at 4.00pm.
	Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay, TQ1 4SF 

Tel: +44(0)1803 329333

http://www.brunelmanor.com/pdfs/celebrations2006.pdf

	9 April
	Grand opening of Brunel statue at Saltash
	Brunel statue unveiled close to the site of his Royal Albert Bridge. Day will also include a re-enactment of Brunel’s life as part of the Saltash Brunel Festival.
	Lynn Marsh 

Tel: +44(0)1752 844255 

Lynnsmarsh@aol.com


	9 – 14 April 


	Brunel’s Influence on the South West exhibition at Brunel Manor, Torquay
	FREE ENTRY
	Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay, TQ1 4SF 

Tel: +44(0)1803 329333

http://www.brunelmanor.com/pdfs/celebrations2006.pdf

	9 April – 30 September


	Brunel 200 at STEAM, Swindon
	Major new exhibition on the Battle of the Gauges plus enhanced Brunel display based around a re-creation of his Duke Street office. 
	http://www.steam-museum.org.uk


	9 April – 2 July
	Brunel in Bath, Holburne Museum of Art
	As part of the celebrations to mark the 200th anniversary of Brunel's birth, this exhibition will explore the fascinating story of the arrival of the Great Western Railway in Bath and Brunel’s relationship with the city. Also accompanying lecture series and debate. 
	Contact: Howard Batho

Tel: +44 (0)1225 466669 · 

holburne@bath.ac.uk
http://www.bath.ac.uk/holburne/exhibit


	9 April


	Brunel Lecture by Andrew Swift, Holburne Museum, Bath
	Accompanying the Brunel in Bath exhibition.
	Tickets from the Museum 

Tel: +44 (0)1225 820820

	10 April


	Ram Roast followed by fireworks at Brunel Manor, Torquay
	Part of the Brunel week celebrations.
	Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay, TQ1 4SF 

Tel: +44(0)1803 329333

http://www.brunelmanor.com/pdfs/celebrations2006.pdf

	11 April


	Brunel in Colour, Rondo Theatre, Bath
	Natural Theatre Company present a preview of their new one-man show about Brunel prior to a tour of schools in the region. The show is suitable for kids aged 6 to 15 and lasts about 40 minutes. It takes the form of an animated lecture given by an eccentric professor, played by Brian Popay, who also wrote the piece. It has been directed by Pavel Douglas. 

The performance will be free. But to make sure your seats are reserved, it is best to phone. Of course, you can just turn up on the day, but seats are going fast!
	Natural Theatre 

Tel: +44(0)1225 469131

FREE ENTRY

	17 April – 3 May
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, Ashtorre Rock then Saltash Library 
	British Postal Museum and Archive Touring Exhibition highlights four major areas of Brunel’s work, with each theme being illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day. Included in general admission.
	Call Lynn Marsh

Tel: +44(0)1752 844255

Lynnsmarsh@aol.com


	18, 22 and 27 April


	Brunel and the Barbican
	Explore Sutton Harbour and the Barbican looking for clues about railways, hidden track and stories about this year's fashionable engineer, Isambard Kingdom Brunel.
 

Walks last about 90 minutes, are suitable for all ages, and are led by a Plymouth Blue Badge Guide.  Tickets on sale from the Barbican TIC, where the walk will start. 
	Chrissie Le Marchant
heritagetours@tiscali.co.uk
Tickets £4.00 and Children £2.00

	27 April


	Dressing for a Journey: The Victorian Lady Traveller, Lecture by Cleo Witt, Holburne Museum, Bath
	Accompanying the Brunel in Bath exhibition.


	Tickets from the Museum 

Tel: +44(0)1225 820820 

Tickets £5.00

	MAY
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	Firefly at Didcot Railway Centre Brunel 200 at STEAM, Swindon

Brunel in Bath, Holburne Museum of Art

On the Right Track – Brunel and the GWR, Saltash Heritage Museum
	See April for details 
	

	1 – 10 May
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, Porthcurno Museum
	British Postal Museum and Archive Touring Exhibition highlights four major areas of Brunel’s work, with each theme being illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day. 
	http://www.porthcurno.org.uk/
FREE ENTRY

	1-13 May
	Swindon Festival of Literature
	Includes Brunel-themed sessions.
	http://www.swindonfestivalofliterature.co.uk/

	11 May


	Isambard Kingdom Brunel:  the greatest engineer?
Angus Buchanan, Holburne Museum, Bath
	Accompanying the Brunel in Bath exhibition. 


	Tickets from the Museum 

Tel: +44(0)1225 820820 

Tickets £10 (including wine)

	11 – 31 May
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, Newton Abbot Museum
	British Postal Museum and Archive Touring Exhibition highlights four major areas of Brunel’s work, with each theme being illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day. 
	For more information 

Tel: +44(0)1626 201121

	11 – 13 May


	A Wonderful Alteration, Coombeshead Theatre, Newton Abbot
	A new community play for Brunel 200, by Tim Laycock, inspired by the railway in Newton Abbot over the last 150 years, with a large cast, and lots of songs and music.

	Tickets from Tourist Information, Courtenay Street

9.30 – 4.30 Mon to Sat 

Tel: +44(0)1626 215667

Newton Abbot Museum, 2a St Paul’s Road

10.00 – 4.00 Mon to Fri, 2.00 – 4.00 Sat

Tickets: Single £6 (£4 concessions)

Family £15 (£10) – 4 people with up to 3 adults


	13 – 14 May


	Brunel at Old Forde House and Grounds
	Demonstrations of atmospheric pressure, railway model layouts, meet Mr Brunel, stilt acts, vintage bus, cream teas, community play and other events.
	For more information 

Tel: +44(0)1626 201121



	13 May – 15 July
	Falmouth Art Gallery, The Moor, Falmouth, Cornwall
	This lively show is mounted as part of the South West Tourist Board’s commemorations to mark the achievements of Isambard Kingdom Brunel.
Rare Cornish prints, photographs and paintings together with contemporary automata, papier mâché and puppets make this a heritage exhibition with a difference. 
	Contact: Brian Stewart or Natalie Rigby

Falmouth Art Gallery, The Moor, Falmouth, Cornwall

Tel: +44 (0)1326 313863

info@falmouthartgallery.com
www.falmouthartgallery.com


	14 May


	Guided walk from Old Forde House, South Devon
	Led by Phil Smith. The walks are gentle, but will last between 3 and 4 hours. Numbers are limited.


	To reserve a place call Phil Smith: 01392 410575 or email perform.smith@ukgateway.net



	16 May
	Royal Albert Bridge unveiling
	Uncovering of Brunel’s name on the bridge which has been hidden for many years.
	www.royalalbertbridge.co.uk richard@richardbickford.co.uk

	16 May
	The Royal Albert Bridge, Saltash - Past, 
Present and Future, Ashtorre Rock, Saltash
	Lecture by Andrew Clayton (Network Rail's Major Structures Manager) and Ian Frostick (Territory Civil Engineer). The speakers have kindly agreed to stay on after the unveiling ceremony (see above)
to give us an evening presentation on the bridge's history, and the maintenance problems it creates. This will be a rare opportunity to hear from a couple of engineers who are at the sharp end of heritage management.
	www.royalalbertbridge.co.uk richard@richardbickford.co.uk

	16 May


	From Box Tunnel to Twerton - the Great Western Railway in Bath, lecture by       
Adrian Vaughan, Holburne Museum, Bath
	Accompanying the Brunel in Bath exhibition. 
	Tickets from the Museum 

Tel: +44(0)1225 820820 

Tickets £5.00.

	19 May


	Swindon’s Big Trip, Swindon Museum & Art Gallery
	Illustrated talk on the GWR Trip Week by Rosa Matheson, recounting some holiday stories and memories of the annual mass summer trip. Organised by the Friends of Swindon Museum & Art Gallery. 


	http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200 

Tickets £4.50/ £3.00.

	20 May


	In Line with Brunel, A Day of Creative Sketching in the Cotswolds
	Summer stroll taking in some hidden corners of the beautiful Stroud Valleys and their links to Brunel, under the experienced guidance of artist Maxine Relton RWA. Discover how to capture a real sense of place, from basic drawing skills to rapid, expressive sketches. All abilities welcome. 
	For details and booking, ring Maxine 

Tel: +44(0)1453 832597 

maxine.relton@tiscali.co.uk 

Includes a 2-course-lunch at Star Anise Art Café and field refreshments, £48 per person for a day.

	22 May


	"The Achievements of I K Brunel", Backwell School Theatre
	Nailsea & District Local History Society present lecture by Angus Buchanan. 


	Contact michael.phillis@virgin.net for details.

	22 May


	Opening of “Brunel and His Contemporaries: A Victorian Engineering Legacy” in the presence of Mr Brunel, University of Gloucestershire
	Venue: in the Clegg Concourse, Francis Close Hall, University of Gloucestershire, 

St Paul’s Road entrance, Cheltenham.

The exhibition highlights the achievements and legacy in Gloucestershire of Brunel and his contemporaries, and features material in the county’s museums and archives. Attention is drawn to surviving civil engineering structures and the development of the railway network.
	csiheraburrows@glos.as.uk 

Tel: +44(0)1242 536197

	24 May


	Mechanics’ Institute Day, Community Crossroads, Swindon
	The Annual Public Lecture will be held on the 102nd anniversary of the day thousands travelled to Swindon by rail to witness the laying of the foundation stone of the building. This year’s event will be entitled “Made In Swindon” and will include the first public screening of the definitive film about the railway town and its Works, “Fire & Steel”. 
	http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200 

Tickets £1.00.

	25 May


	Brunel: The Great Engineer, The British School, Stroud
	Talk by Tim Bryan - author of Brunel: the Great Engineer and
formerly Curator at the STEAM Museum Swindon. A survey of the life and times and achievements of Britain's greatest Victorian engineer. 

Part of a Series of Talks in the Brunel in the Stroud Valleys programme. 
.
	Join us for drinks & delicious cakes at Café Anise from 6.45pm.

Tickets £2 each from Stroud Tourist Information Centre or on the door. 

Tel: +44(0)1453 760900

	26 May


	Nynehead Court,

Nynehead, near Wellington, Somerset
	Working with 7 local schools and dozens of local residents, Actiontrack Production Co. Ltd and Nynehead Court are creating a community play celebrating the life and works of Brunel
	www.nynehead.com 

Tel:+44 (0)1823 662481



	29 May
	Steam Back to Box
	This small, dedicated group of steam train enthusiasts have successfully arranged for a Western Steam Locomotive to arrive in Box on the 29 May 2006. The locomotive will be the centrepiece attraction for the Brunel 200 celebrations, which are being held on this day, generously donated by Severn Valley Railway. 
	Contact: Lesley Harris

www.steambacktobox.co.uk
lee@thehawthorns999.freeserve.co.uk 

Tel:+44 (0) 1225 810840

	30 May


	When the Navvies came to Box, lecture by Dinah Starkey, Holburne Museum, Bath
	Accompanying the Brunel in Bath exhibition. 
	Tickets from the Museum 

Tel: +44(0)1225 820820

Tickets £5.00.

	30 and 31 May


	Hats off to Mr Brunel!, Gardener’s Lodge, Holburne Museum, Bath
	Come and join us for fun creative activities to celebrate Brunel 200. Marvel at the beautiful bridges and Great Western Railway, which runs through the grounds. Get inspiration from our exhibition Brunel in Bath. The Gardener’s Lodge is a purpose designed art space behind the museum, which is friendly and safe. 

The sessions on these dates are for children aged 4-7 years old. There are sessions for older children on 1 and 2 June and for pre-school children on 3 June.
	Tickets are £5.00. Book at the BFT box office 

Tel: +44(0)1225 463362

	From 30 May and ongoing
	‘When the Railway Came to Dawlish’ - Dawlish Regeneration Group
	Trail Guide and permanent interpretation panels at 6 sites along the rail route, complemented by the Dawlish Town Heritage Trail and exhibition (from 1 May) in Dawlish Museum, increasing visitors’ understanding of the coastal route.
	Contact: Bob Vickery, Chairman, Dawlish Regeneration Group

Tel:+44 (0) 1626 888378

bob@trusham.freeserve.co.uk 

www.dawlishtomorrow.co.uk

	JUNE
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	Firefly at Didcot Railway Centre

Brunel 200 at STEAM, Swindon

Brunel in Bath, Holburne Museum of Art

On the Right Track – Brunel and the GWR, Saltash Heritage Museum
	See April for details 
	

	
	Falmouth Art Gallery, The Moor, Falmouth, Cornwall 

‘When the Railway Came to Dawlish’ - Dawlish Regeneration Group
	See May for details
	

	1- 22 June
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, Torbay Connections Centres (Brixham, Paignton, Torquay).
	British Postal Museum and Archive Touring Exhibition highlights four major areas of Brunel’s work, with each theme being illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day. 
	Email fss@torbay.gov.uk.

	1 June


	Hats off to Mr Brunel!, Gardener’s Lodge, Holburne Museum, Bath
	See 30 and 31 May for description. 

The session today is for 8 – 11 year olds.
	Tickets are £5.00. Book  at the BFT box office 

Tel: +44(0)1225 463362

	2 June


	Hats off to Mr Brunel!, Gardener’s Lodge, Holburne Museum, Bath
	See 30 and 31 May for description. 

The session today is for 12- 16 year olds.
	Tickets are £5.00. Book  at the BFT box office 

Tel: +44(0)1225 463362

	3 June


	Hats off to Mr Brunel!, Gardener’s Lodge, Holburne Museum, Bath
	See 30 and 31 May for description. 

The session today is accompanied pre-school children.
	Tickets are £5.00. Book  at the BFT box office 

Tel: +44(0)1225 463362

	3 June


	Iron & Stone and Steam, Sydney Gardens, Bath
	Part of the Bedlam Fair Street Festival, educational and entertaining interactive walkabouts and installation pieces themed around the heroic engineering feats of Brunel and the cataclysmic impact the coming of the railways had on Bath and, particular, Sydney Gardens. Bring your picnics, and drop in and see the Holburne Museum exhibition on the way to the park. Prizes for Edwardian/ Victorian dress. 
	Free presentation by Streats Ltd. 

See the Bath Fringe Festival brochure and Bedlam leaflet for details.



	7 – 11 June


	Tear Hear, Stroud Brunel Goods Shed
	An installation by oogoo maia. Inspired by the solitary relic of the Stroud Brunel Goods Shed, Tear Here is a sound and sculpture installation that deals with issues of memory and forgetting, abandonment and remembrance. It is best enjoyed if you have more than a few minutes to stand and stare and listen.
	For further information email www.brunel200stroud.org.uk 

Tel: +44(0)1453 766273

	8 June


	Charles Richardson: the life and work of a Brunellian engineer, The Bristol School, Stroud 
	Talk by Peter Griffin - Local Historian. 

The exciting discovery of an early journal kept by Richardson while working in the Stroud area has shed new light on his relations with Brunel.  This will be an account of Richardson’s life and career from the engineering challenges of the Cheltenham to Swindon line, through Stroud and Chalford, to the construction of the Severn Tunnel.
	Join us for drinks & delicious cakes at Café Anise from 6.45pm.

Tickets £2 each from Stroud Tourist Information Centre or on the door. 

Tel: +44(0)1453 760900

	13 June


	Guided walk from Teignmouth Museum
	Led by Phil Smith. The walks are gentle, but will last between 3 and 4 hours. Numbers are limited.


	To reserve a place call Phil Smith: 

Tel: +44(0)1392 410575 

perform.smith@ukgateway.net



	14 June


	Three Visions - The Great Bath Debate at the Guildhall, Bath
 


	John Wood, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, Sulis Minerva: Who was Best for Bath? 

Chair:  Dr. Michael Forsyth (University of Bath)

Champions: Wood - Amy Frost (architectural historian), Brunel - Angus Buchanan (Emeritus Professor in the History of Technology at the University of Bath), Minerva – Stephen Clews ( Roman Baths and Pump Room Manager)

Accompanying the Brunel in Bath exhibition at the Holburne Museum, Bath.
	ADMISSION FREE by ticket only: in person from the Holburne Museum
Tel: +44(0)1225 820820

Tickets available from 1 June 2006 on a first come fist served basis.


	17 - 18 June
	The Portishead Carnival
	During Brunel’s lifetime his first two steam ships made their maiden voyages along the Seven, passing before Portishead. The Royal Inn was built at the terminus of his planned railway, and after his death the railway was extended to Portishead and connected with a steamer pier built next to the Royal Inn.

To commemorate this great man, all major events in Portishead this year have a Brunel theme.
	Tel: +44(0)1275 817017

www.porti.info


	17 June
	Brunel’s Dart Estuary Railway
	Steam Railway from Paignton, by boat, To Greenway and back. 
	Tel: +44(0)1803 842 382 (National Trust, Greenway)

	18 June
	Widcombe Rising Brunel Street Party
	First Great Western is proud to be supporting a street party held in Claverton Street, Widcombe, Bath on 18 June.

Organised by Natural Theatre Company on behalf of local traders and residents in the Bath secondary shopping area of Widcombe.
	For more information on what’s going on, and on road closures, see http://www.widcombe.net/

	19 – 23 June
	Brunel 200 Painting Breaks, Brunel Manor, Torquay
	Oh I do like to be beside the seaside: focussing on local sites influenced by Brunel
	Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay, TQ1 4SF 

Tel: +44(0)1803 329333

http://www.brunelmanor.com/pdfs/celebrations2006.pdf

	22 June
	Party in the Park, Saltash
	Involving all Saltash Primary schools (approx 1800 children) in music and dance.
	www.royalalbertbridge.co.uk richard@richardbickford.co.uk

	24 June – 3 July
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, Powderham Castle
	British Postal Museum and Archive Touring Exhibition highlights four major areas of Brunel’s work, with each theme being illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day. Admission charge to castle.
	http://www.powderham.co.uk/

	27 June
	Isambard! An epic poem recital
	A performance by Ralph Hoyte of his epic poem ISAMBARD! The Holburne Museum of Art, Bath. From 1pm on Tuesday 27 June. 

The poem will be available and the event is free of charge.
	The Holburne Museum of Art 
Great Pulteney Street 
Bath BA2 4DB   

Tel: +44(0)1225 820818

	28 June


	A Shedload of Good Poets at the Angel Café, Swan Lane, Stroud 
	Nine Stroud-based poets and writers will be reading specially commissioned poems and stories about Isambard Kingdom Brunel, plus a selection of their own works, at the intimate Angel Café, in Stroud. They will be joined on the night by the ‘Brunel 200 Stroud’ poetry competition winner and the runners up. 

Food and drink will be available. Entry is free, but there are limited seats so please arrive early to guarantee a seat.
	For further information email

 www.brunel200stroud.org.uk 

Tel: +44(0)1453 766273

	JULY
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	Firefly at Didcot Railway Centre

Brunel 200 at STEAM, Swindon Brunel in Bath, Holburne Museum of Art (ends 2 July)

On the Right Track – Brunel and the GWR, Saltash Heritage Museum
	See April for details. 
	

	
	Falmouth Art Gallery, The Moor, Falmouth, Cornwall (ends 15 July)

‘When the Railway Came to Dawlish’ - Dawlish Regeneration Group
	See May for details
	

	
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, Powderham Castle (ends 3 July)
	See June for details.
	

	1 – 2 July
	Saltash Brunel Gig County Championships
	Largest gig regatta on mainland Britain.
	www.royalalbertbridge.co.uk richard@richardbickford.co.uk

	1 – 2 July
	Trains, Planes and Automobiles, NMSI Science Museum, Wroughton
	A unique programme of events celebrating the amazing machines that have characterised Swindon’s industrial heritage; from Brunel’s world leading GWR Works, via the production and operation of Spitfires in WW2, to the automotive and other industrial pioneers of today. The full programme and price TBC.
	http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200

	1 July
	Discover the Legacy Touring Exhibition
	Organised by Network Rail, displays previously unseen design drawings for the engineering accomplishments of Brunel on the Railway.
 
Paddington Station 1 July - 15 July
Bath Station 15 July - 31 July
Reading Station 31 July – 12 August
Bristol Station 12 August – 26 August
Plymouth Station 26 August – 9 September
Steam Museum (Swindon) 9 September – 23 September
	Tel: +44(0)20 7557 9217
www.networkrail.co.uk

	7 – 16 July
	Brunel Festival in Swindon
	Community processions, performances, fete, dance and other activity based around Swindon Railway Village
	http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200



	7 July – 4 September


	The Railway Comes to Town, Swindon
	Exhibition at Wyvern Theatre telling the story of the transformation of Swindon from a sleepy village to a dynamic industrial town.
	http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200

	8 July


	Car rally at Clevedon Sea Front, Pier
	Car rally taking place at Clevedon Sea Front by the Pier with a range of other activities at the same time, featuring the Stephens Car, made in Clevedon in the late 1890s with only two still in existence. 

This is a celebration of the ultimate in mass transport, a phenomenon created by Brunel and his contemporaries with the railways.
	For more information, contact Julia Elton

elton_engineering_books@compuserve.com


	8 July


	In Line with Brunel – a Day of Creative Sketching in the Cotswolds
	See 20 May for details.


	For details and booking, ring Maxine on 01453 832597 or email: maxine.relton@tiscali.co.uk

	15 July
	Brunel Picnic and Music in the Marina, Portishead
	
	01275 817017

www.porti.info 

	15 July


	A Tale of Two (or Three?) Tunnels, summer walk
	A six mile circular walk around Sapperton and Frampton Mansell led by Penny Fernando and Jim White of Stroud Rambling Club and GSIA. We will visit structures on the line of the present railway tunnel before descending to Frampton Mansell for a picnic/pub lunch, viewing the Sapperton canal tunnel portal on our return. Boots and stick advised. Please note some of the paths are steep, uneven and may be slippery.

Meet at 11am for coffee/drinks at The Daneway Inn near Sapperton GR SO938034. Parking available.  Depart 11.30am.
	Tickets £2 each from Stroud Tourist Information Centre - Booking essential. tel: 01453 760900

	16 July


	Rodbourne Trail, Swindon
	Join a fun walking trail, at your own pace, around the area of Rodbourne to look for clues which bring together the story of this community. You can explore this fascinating area, by collecting your free trail map and quiz sheet, and use them to search for clues within old photographs and architectural details. There will also be exhibitions, film showings, flower displays and refreshments. 
	http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200
For info on the Rodburne Living Story project contact: Jane Golding, NMR Outreach Manager
jane.golding@english-heritage.org.uk www.livingstory.org.uk
Call 01793 414 797 for further details and information on car parking. 

	20 July


	Maintaining the Railway, The Bristol School, Stroud
	Talk by Matt Horan - Track Maintenance Engineer, Network Rail. The Engineer responsible for the line from Swindon to Gloucester reveals what goes on behind the scenes to ensure a safe and speedy ride for the 21st century traveller, including the problems of maintaining today’s railway.
	Join us for drinks & delicious cakes at Café Anise from 6.45pm.

Tickets £2 each from Stroud Tourist Information Centre or on the door.

	28 & 29 July
	Portishead Flower Show Country Fair
	
	01275 817017

www.porti.info 

	From start of the summer holidays (dates TBC)
	Porthcurno Telegraph Museum
	Development of current Brunel Great Eastern exhibition, exploring the impact of Brunel’s engineering genius on the development of international cable communications.
	Porthcurno Telegraph Museum, Eastern House, Porthcurno, Cornwall  TR19 6JX
Contact: Lesley Allen

Tel: +44 (0) 1736 810592

lesleyallen@porthcurno.org.uk
www.porthcurno.org.uk

	AUGUST
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	Firefly at Didcot Railway Centre

Brunel 200 at STEAM, Swindon

On the Right Track – Brunel and the GWR, Saltash Heritage Museum
	See April for details. 
	

	
	‘When the Railway Came to Dawlish’ - Dawlish Regeneration Group
	See May for details
	

	
	The Railway Comes to Town
	See July for details
	 

	1 – 18 August
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, Tiverton Museum
	British Postal Museum and Archive Touring Exhibition highlights four major areas of Brunel’s work, with each theme being illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day. 
	http://www.tivertonmuseum.org.uk/

	5 - 23 August
	The Railway Came to Stroud exhibition,

The Subscription Rooms, George Street, Stroud
	Major Exhibition 'The Railway Came to Stroud' in the Stroud, free entry.  

The celebratory events will include a major exhibition and banquet, a series of lectures & extended walks, sketchbook walks, poetry commissions & performances, a drama performance together with educational projects in primary schools and concludes with an engineering seminar for students.
	Contact: Anne Mackintosh 

imack@btopenworld.com 

+44 (0) 1453 766273

www.brunel200Stroud.org.uk 

	7 – 11 August
	Explore, Excite, Enquire workshops, 

Penlee House Gallery and Museum
	10 workshops and summer holiday activities in the grounds of Penlee House, investigating Brunel’s achievements.

A family event in partnership with Porthcurno Telegraph Museum.  

Age 7+ with parents. Free but booking essential.
	Penlee House Gallery and Museum, Morrab Road, Penzance, Cornwall TR18 4HE

Contact: Jonathon Holmes, Access & Outreach Officer

Tel: +44 (0) 1736 363625

info@penleehouse.org.uk
www.penleehouse.org.uk

	10 August


	The Golden Valley Viaducts, summer walk
	A 6 mile linear walk from Chalford to Stroud using public transport.

Led by Penny Fernando and Jim White of Stroud Rambling Club and GSIA, this walk takes us alongside the great railway viaducts originally built of timber, later replaced by brick. Following the Thames and Severn Canal, we will have a picnic/pub lunch at Brimscombe, once a thriving inland port, and will end the walk at Tesco’s in Stroud. 

Stout footwear advised.  Please note paths may be uneven and slippery.  Mostly level terrain.

Meet at Merrywalks Bus Station, outside the Apollo cinema, at 11.00am to catch the no. 54 Cirencester bus departing at 11.11am to Chalford, arriving Marle Hill at 11.21am.

Please Note: these times may change when the summer timetable is available.
	Tickets £2 each from Stroud Tourist Information Centre - Booking essential. tel: 01453 760900

	11 August


	Mrs Brunel, The Space, Lansdown, Stroud
	Mikron Theatre Company 

The story of the great engineer, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, told through the eyes of his wife, Mary, The original Duchess of Duke Street.
	Tickets £8 (£6 concessions) from StroudPrint, 6 London Road, tel:01453 764251 or Stroud TIC or on the door.

	12 August


	In Line with Brunel – a Day of Creative Sketching in the Cotswolds
	See 20 May for details.


	For details and booking, ring Maxine on 01453 832597 or email: maxine.relton@tiscali.co.uk

	16 August


	A Brunel Walkabout, Stroud
	Led by Ian Mackintosh local historian. 

Stroud blossomed in the 50 years after Brunel brought the railway to Stroud. This two hour walk about the town looks at the immediate impact of the railway and the longer term changes that made Stroud into a distinctively Victorian town. Important people and other characters will also be considered. Meet at the Railway Station on the Hill Paul side.
	Tickets £2 each from Stroud Tourist Information Centre - Booking essential tel: 01453 760900

	20 – 29 August
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, Didcot Railway Centre
	British Postal Museum and Archive Touring Exhibition highlights four major areas of Brunel’s work, with each theme being illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day. 
	http://www.didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/

	24 August


	Celebration Banquet, Stroud
	A Celebration Banquet for the Coming of the Railway to Stroud in 1845 

Gather to toast Isambard Kingdom Brunel at his Goods Shed in Stroud and process to the Subscription Rooms to join him for a sumptuous celebration banquet in honour of his 200th birthday, with music, song and poetry.  A triumphant way to end Stroud’s special exhibition!

Dress code circa 1845 optional

Tickets 15 guineas (£15.75p)
	For further information email  www.brunel200stroud.org.uk or tel 01453 766273

	24 August


	Seven Man-Made Wonders of the West, BBC TWO.
	Following the success of the regional programmes, BBC TWO continues to show the best of the Seven Man-Made Wonders from around the country. 

Amanda Parr examines two of Brunel’s great feats of engineering. Clifton Suspension Bridge - designed in the early 19th century for horses and carriages, it still meets the demands of 21st century traffic. 

The SS Great Britain, built in 1843, was the world's first iron hulled, steam-powered ship. She exemplified the industry and inventiveness of the Victorian era. 

The city of Bath is truly unique. For centuries it has attracted visitors with its hot springs, Roman Baths and splendid Georgian architecture. The United Nations' World Heritage committee has listed it alongside the Pyramids of Giza as having "outstanding universal value".  
	

	26 August


	West Somerset Railway luxury dining train event
	The Quantock Belle is organising a special Brunel dining train. Passengers are requested to wear suitable Brunel era dress. 

Tickets include 4 course dinner and 46 miles of steam haulage to Minehead inc the little used Bishops Lydeard to Norton Fitzwarren section of track.  

Should be a fabulous night out!


	Tickets cost £36.00 each

http://www.wsr.org.uk/news.htm#0115
Contact: Tim King 

timothy.king@yahoo.com

	30 August – 30 September
	Brunel Speeding the Mail, STEAM
	British Postal Museum and Archive Touring Exhibition highlights four major areas of Brunel’s work, with each theme being illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day. Included in general admission to museum.
	http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200

	SEPTEMBER
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	Firefly at Didcot Railway Centre

Brunel 200 at STEAM, Swindon (ends 30 September)

On the Right Track – Brunel and the GWR, Saltash Heritage Museum
	See April for details.
	

	
	‘When the Railway Came to Dawlish’ - Dawlish Regeneration Group
	See May for details
	

	
	The Railway Comes to Town (ends 4 September)
	See July for details.
	 

	15 – 16 September
	Brunel Remembered, Saltash
	Mini festival.
	www.royalalbertbridge.co.uk richard@richardbickford.co.uk

	15 September


	Works of Genius: I.K. Brunel's Engineering Achievements and Their Legacy
	A symposium jointly organised by English Heritage, the University of Bath and Brunel 200.

The symposium will take place at STEAM: Museum of the Great Western Railway in Swindon. 
	Marion Harney, Department of Architecture and Civil Engineering, University of Bath, Bath, BA2 7AY

M.Harney@bath.ac.uk

The Symposium Fee: £50 includes coffee and tea, lunch, a free copy of 'Brunel: In Love with the Impossible' (RRP £17.95) and 'The Great Western World Heritage Site: the Genesis of Modern Transport', A Consultation Document, English Heritage, and admission to STEAM Museum exhibition. Registered students: £25.

	16 – 17 September
	Swindon Railway Festival
	The annual event pays tribute in 2006 to the great engineer who shaped Swindon’s future and the town’s glorious railway heritage. Adults £6.60, Children £4.20,Senior Citizens £4.30, Family Tickets £16.00.
	http://www.steam-museum.org.uk/heritage/steam


	16 – 17 September


	Brunel: The Little Man in the Tall Hat, St Marks Church, Swindon
	The Janet Thompson Performance Trust presents an exciting youth opera commissioned especially for the Brunel 200 celebrations. Over 100 young people set off on the annual ‘Swindon Trip’. On their journey they bring to life the story and achievements of Brunel. Tickets £6.00/ £5.00.
	 http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200

	16 September


	Froude’s legacy to Ship Design – talk in the English Riviera Centre, Torquay. 
	Bill Kelly from the Committee of the Devon & Cornwall Branch of the Royal Institution of Naval Architects and the Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology. 

Froude was one of Brunel's assistant engineers and also one of his closest friends.  

Chris Young, Vice Chairman of the SS Great Britain Trust, will be talking to Branch members in RPCYC, Plymouth, at 1900 on 7 November 2006 about the ship.
	www.dandcjointmarine.org


	23 September


	Brunel’s Kingdom, STEAM, Swindon
	Swindon Choral Society Brunel’s Kingdom is a new work commissioned by Swindon Choral Society. The work features Swindon Choral Society, Ruskin School Choir, local soloists, including the tenor Matthew Beale as Isambard Brunel, and an orchestra. Tickets £10/ £8.
	http://www.swindon.gov.uk/brunel200

	OCTOBER
	
	
	

	Ongoing events
	Firefly at Didcot Railway Centre

On the Right Track – Brunel and the GWR, Saltash Heritage Museum
	See April for details
	

	
	‘When the Railway Came to Dawlish’ - Dawlish Regeneration Group
	See May for details
	

	
	The Railway Comes to Town (ends 4 September)
	See July for details.
	

	2 – 6 October
	Brunel 200 Painting Breaks, Brunel Manor, Torquay
	Oh I do like to be beside the Seaside: focussing on local sites influenced by Brunel
	Brunel Manor, Teignmouth Road, Torquay, TQ1 4SF 

01803 329333

http://www.brunelmanor.com/pdfs/celebrations2006.pdf

	2-13 October
	‘Show of Strength’ Theatre Company, ‘Brunel & Partners’ at Railway Stations along the Great Western Railway
	Theatre on a Railway Station near you!

Bristol’s Show Of Strength Theatre Company, The Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham and Theatre Royal Plymouth have joined forces to put theatre on railway stations across the South West.  For two weeks, starting Monday 2 October, the plays can be seen on stations in Cheltenham, Gloucester, Bristol, Bath, Plymouth and Newton Abbot.  Performances will be Monday-Friday and focus on the late afternoon and early evening when people are travelling home from work.
	For more information, please contact Sheila Hannon or Gill Loats 0117 902 0235
See http://showofstrength.org.uk/ for details of show.

	18 and 19 October


	‘Show of Strength’ Theatre Company, 'An Audience with Sarah Guppy' at Clifton Hill House
	Sarah Guppy (1770-1852), a Bristol based designer, was an innovator ahead of her time. She patented a method for making safe piling for bridges in 1811, seven years before Telford’s Menai Bridge was created, and when Brunel was aged five. Other patents were for a tea and coffee urn (1812), an exercise bed (1831) and a method for caulking ships (1844). Although older than Brunel, she died just seven years before him and worked until at least 1844, when she was 74.  An Audience with Sarah Guppy is a lecture/theatre performance in which Guppy talks about her life and work, including her significant links with Brunel, illustrated with her designs. 
	Booking through Cheltenham Everyman box office.

See http://showofstrength.org.uk/ for details of show.

	NOVEMBER
	
	
	

	9 November until January 2007
	Brunel’s Gloucestershire Legacy Exhibition
	The exhibition aims to give a flavour of the legacy that Brunel left in Gloucestershire.  Included in the display are maps from the South Wales Railway & Gloucester Docks, minutes from the Cheltenham & Great Western Railway, a letter referring to Brunel walking the Stroud Valley from the Thames & Severn Canal archive, and photographs of the rail crash that occurred in the Forest of Dean on Bonfire Night 1868, a geological section of the Sapperton Tunnel and much else besides.   

There are display examples of model railway wagons which were local wagons ordered by local companies and made at the Gloucester Railway Wagon & Carriage Company.  Each of these will have an accompanying potted history.

	Gloucestershire Archives

FREE ENTRY  

Monday, 10-5, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 9-5, Thursday, 9-8 

2nd Saturday of every month, 9-4.  

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives
Tel:- +44 (0)1452 425295. 

	18 November
	Chippenham Festival opening
	Chippenham will be reviving its memories of the man  whose rail link gave the town its engineering industry.  To open Chippenham's 2006 Festival, it is planned to re-enact Brunel's arrival by train, and the Civic Reception accorded him on completion of the Hay Lane/Chippenham  section.  Don your bonnet or tall top-hat on November 18 to come and welcome the Great Man.  In the afternoon, enjoy a comedy dramatisation of the role of Mary Brunel's corset in her husband's post-injury rehabilitation.  If you prefer to be creative yourself, Brunel will be the focus of art, writing and craft events.  
	For early details of the two-week programme, which will include a wide variety of musical and theatrical events for all ages, phone  (01249) 721171

	BY EARLY NEW YEAR 2007
	
	
	

	
	Dawlish to the Warren Coastal Footpath History Boards
	Planning approval has been received and agreement reached with local councils for citing history boards on the footpath between Dawlish and the Warren. 

Content is now complete for the boards, and for the tourist footpath leaflets. Layout will be finished in time for manufacture by the end of the year.
	Further information can be obtained from Dawlish Community Trust, c/o The Manor House, DAWLISH EX7 9AP
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