BRUNEL 200 PRESS RELEASE

£500,000 BOOST FOR BRUNEL 200 SOUTH WEST PROJECTS 

For release Tuesday 10 January 2006
This year’s 200th anniversary celebrations commemorating the birth of engineer and architect Isambard Kingdom Brunel have been given a half million pound boost with a major award from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

The £528,000 award is for a spread of events across the South West. The region-wide projects will integrate with the programme developed for Bristol by the city’s Brunel 200 initiative, which will now lead celebrations across the region.  

HLF will fund more than 20 individual projects in towns, historic sites, schools and communities throughout the region, from Swindon in the east to Porthcurno in the far west. Exhibitions, heritage trails, restoration schemes, community workshops, performances and festivals will all combine to tell the story of Brunel’s achievements and his continuing impact upon the South West.

Jeremy Payne, vice-chairman of Brunel 200 and Culture South West said.  

This is a terrific boost to the Brunel 200 programme. The way the whole schedule of events has been developed in Bristol and by grass roots initiatives across the South West shows just what a fantastic region this is and how well we can co-operate together on such a major initiative.

He continued:

The Brunel 200 celebrations this year will not only create a lasting legacy for a great engineer and architect but will also show the world just what the people of the region and its natural and innovative environment have to offer today.

The Brunel 200 project is the country’s first region-wide community-based heritage programme to be organised and funded in this way. In addition to the HLF funding, another £150,000 is being provided by partners. 

Adrian Tinniswood, Chair of the Heritage Lottery Fund’s South West committee said; 

Brunel 200 is a really dynamic and innovative scheme that will benefit a huge amount of people across the South West.  It will raise the profile of Brunel’s enormous contribution to our heritage in the region, and really emphasise his continuing importance in the twenty-first century.

While the programme of events will aim to involve, entertain and inform the people of the South West they will also be targeted at tourists and holidaymakers playing an important role in the region’s national and international promotional strategy. Working closely with the Brunel 200 team South West Tourism will include the various events in their marketing programme to enrich the region’s offer to potential visitors.

A full list of projects and contact details is in the notes below.
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Media contacts for the individual projects are included in the notes below.
 

NOTES TO EDITORS
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Brunel 200 
Brunel 200 is responsible for the overall 2006 celebrations. It is an initiative of Bristol Cultural Development Partnership (BCDP) working with a range of partners, including Culture South West. BCDP is a partnership of Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. Brunel 200 takes place in Bristol and the South West throughout the whole of 2006.
Brunel 200 is funded by Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. It is supported by funding from the National Lottery, including over £500,000 from the Urban Cultural Programme (Arts Council England and the Millennium Commission) and grants of over £1.4m from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
The Brunel 200 website at www.brunel200.com includes extensive background information about Brunel as well as news of activities planned for the celebrations. 
 

Highlights of the Brunel 200 activities include:

 
        On Brunel’s birthday weekend, 8-9 April 2006, there will be a procession and street party culminating in the switching on of the new lighting scheme at the Clifton Suspension Bridge.
        Major exhibitions at ss Great Britain, At-Bristol and the Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery covering the story of Brunel’s life and work, the science and engineering of Brunel, and the art of the industrial age.
        Free distribution through schools and libraries of 100,000 copies of a 96pp graphic biography of Brunel’s life and work for readers aged 11 and upwards. Other publications include Brunel: ‘in love with the impossible’ with 16 newly commissioned essays and 400 illustrations.
        Massive education programme ensuring that children will have the opportunity to learn about Brunel, visit the exhibitions and Brunel attractions. Other educational projects include reopening the competition to design the Clifton Suspension Bridge; working to encourage more people – and especially women – to go into engineering; and the placing of artists, scientists and engineers in residence in schools.
        A re-creation of the Royal Dinner of 1843, which launched the ss Great Britain.
        Bristol’s annual Great Reading Adventure in which everyone will be encouraged to read Around the World in Eighty Days, chosen because of its theme of opening up the world through transport and technology as well as because Jules Verne, its author, travelled on Brunel’s ship, the ss Great Eastern. This becomes a South West regional project for 2006 as part of the Brunel 200 celebrations. It is anticipated that 100,000 people at least will participate.
        Widespread promotion of engineering, architecture, design and the arts.

· A Brunel Festival in Swindon
· Closing celebrations in Bristol and the region. 
HLF SUPPORTED BRUNEL 200 PROJECTS IN THE SOUTH WEST WITH MEDIA CONTACTS

	Organisation/ Project 
	Media Contacts

	ATMOSPHERIC EVENT, NEWTON ABBOT 12th/13th/14th MAY 2006 including demonstrations of the working atmospheric railway from Barometer World and Museum as well demonstrations of vacuum guns and hemispheres.
	Felicity Cole 01626-201121 

museum@newton abbot-tc.gov.uk 

	BRITISH POSTAL MUSEUM, TOURING EXHIBITION

at venues around the region. Pays tribute to the incredible impact that Brunel had on the postal service and advancing communication. It highlights the wealth of material behind the design and production of the 2006 commemorative stamps linked to his birthday celebrations.
	Emma Roberts, Marketing Officer 020 7239 2114 emma.roberts@postalheritage.org.uk


	BRUNEL MANOR – CELEBRATING BRUNEL’S GARDEN restoring the gardens at Watcombe for public access and producing a detailed trail map as well as a fully illustrated book telling the fascinating Watcombe story.
	Richard Hillard, General Manager, daytime Tel: 01803 329333, (or 01626 772502) Mob: 07969 077243 rick@brunelmanor.com

	DAWLISH REGENERATION GROUP – WHEN THE RAILWAY CAME TO DAWLISH including a trail guide, with permanent interpretation boards at six key sites along the rail route, complemented by a Dawlish Town Heritage Trail and exhibition in Dawlish Museum.
	Bob Vickery, Chairman, Dawlish Regeneration Group

01626 888378

bob@trusham.freeserve.co.uk

	DEVON’S BRUNEL JOURNEY – DEVON LIBRARIES creating a 70 page booklet which will act as a history and guide as participants follow the route of Brunel’s Exeter to Plymouth railway line and see for themselves what original structures and features remain.
	Kelvin Crook 01395 278747  kelvin.crook@devon.gov.uk

	FALMOUTH ART GALLERY 13 May to 15 July 2006 - Major exhibition mounted as part of South West Tourism’s commemorations to mark the achievements of Brunel in Cornwall, including rare Cornish prints, photographs, archives,   automata and paintings.
	Brian Stewart or Natalie Rigby 01326 313863

info@falmouthartgallery.com

	FOLK SOUTH WEST, IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE LITTLE GIANT a project with three main strands – schools, community and performance – each focusing on the social impact of Brunel’s work, both then and now, largely through the medium of folk song, music and theatre.
	Eddie Upton, Director 01935 822911eddie@folksw.org.uk

	GREAT READING ADVENTURE – AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS mass reading project across the whole South West region.
	Andrew Kelly
+44 (0)1275 370816 Mobile: 07778 932 778  andrew.kelly@businesswest.co.uk

	HOLBURNE MUSEUM OF ART, BRUNEL IN BATH an exhibition and events programme opening 9 April 2006 telling the story of the impact of the Great Western Railway on the city of Bath; how the people of Bath reacted to Brunel, and, of Brunel’s relationship with the city including original design drawings, contemporary topographical views and local history material.
	Katie Jenkins, 01225 820818, k.jenkins@bath.ac.uk

	PENLEE MUSEUM & GALLERY programme of schools packs and family workshops exploring the scientific and engineering principles which informed and inspired Brunel.
	Jonathan Holmes - Access and Outreach Officer 01736 363625 jholmes@penleehouse

	PORTHCURNO TELEGRAPH MUSEUM, CELEBRATING THE GREAT EASTERN an educational project showing the impact of Brunel’s engineering genius on the development of international cable communications.


	Lesley Allen, lesleyallen@porthcurno.org.uk, 01736 810592

	RODBOURNE LIVING STORY, RODBOURNE COMMUNITY HISTORY GROUP & ENGLISH HERITAGE an interactive walking trail around the community of Rodbourne following a paper-based trail map with numerous activities to do en-route.
	Jane Golding, Outreach Officer, National Monuments Record

01793 414735

jane.golding@english-heritage.org.uk

	ROYAL CORNWALL MUSEUM, BRUNEL’S CORNWALL creating a definitive record of Brunel’s creations in Cornwall, from track and viaducts to stations and signal boxes.
	Leah Mynett, Marketing Manager 01872 242788 Mobile: 07929 110629

leah.mynett@royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk

	SIXTH SENSE THEATRE COMPANY, BRUNEL 200 EDUCATION PACKAGE 
	Fiona Da Silva-Adams, 01793 614864 sstc@dircon.co.uk

	STEAM MUSEUM, SWINDON staging an exhibition which builds upon the story told within the existing museum displays about Brunel the man, his designs and engineering achievements, his ambitions and his failures, using original Brunel artefacts, some of which will be on display for the first time.
	Felicity Ball, Curator 01793 466 607 fball@swindon.gov.uk

	STREATS OF BATH – SYDNEY GARDENS Brunel-themed performances of promenade theatre during the Bath Fringe Festival’s Bedlam Weekend 2006.
	Steve Henwood 01225 480079 steve@bathfringe.co.uk

	SWINDON BRUNEL FESTIVAL 8-16 July 2006,  building on the existing Swindon festival, including within it a major celebration of the Railway Village and Great Western Railway works with a participatory programme led by Cirque Bijou. Later in the year there will be a performance of the Swindon Opera.
	Helen Miah, 01793 466544 or 07766368261 or 07901931984 hmiah@swindon.gov.uk 

	SWINDON – YOUTH INFORMATION PROJECT
	Marie Manser-Youth Information Swindon 1793 496969, 07876282461, marie@youthinfoswindon

	TEIGNBRIDGE SOUTH HAMS MUSEUM, MEET MR ISAMBARD KINGDOM BRUNEL exhibition of Brunel’s work in the South West, including the Great Western Railway and the Atmospheric Railway of South Devon, using artefacts, photographs, archive material and memorabilia from their collections.
	Susan Eddisford eddisford@onetel.com


	TORQUAY MUSEUM, BRUNEL AND THE RAILWAY AGE – A SOCIAL REVOLUTION a flagship exhibition at Torquay with additional smaller satellite exhibitions at Brixham Heritage Museum and Newton Abbot Museum, and a travelling show that will visit local libraries.
	Tim Crine, Museum Education and Access Officer, 01803 296026 tim.crine@torbay.gov.uk

	WESTON QUILTERS display of quilts providing individual interpretations of the life and work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel.  
	Penny Orchard, 01934 812623
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