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PRESS RELEASE

	Train named ‘isambard kingdom brunel’ 

	National Express Group train company, Wessex Trains is playing its part in the launch of the ‘Brunel 200’ celebrations.  To help mark the birth of the great engineer, Wessex Trains has incorporated a unique picture-livery on one of its trains and named it ‘Isambard Kingdom Brunel’.  On Tuesday 12 April the train was formally named by the Mayor of Bristol at a ceremony in Bristol.

	Wessex Trains has provided one of its frontline ‘class 158’ trains as part of this ‘Brunel 200’ commemoration.  ‘Isambard Kingdom Brunel’ has a striking picture-livery adorning it that shows scenes of Brunel’s achievements on the rail network and promotes the Brunel 200 website.  This is the latest train to receive a unique southwest-based identity from Wessex Trains.  Other trains that have been themed by Wessex Trains have included the ‘Richard Trevithick, ‘The Coastal Connection’, The ‘Filton Partnership’, ‘The Exeter Explorer’, ‘The Tamar Kingfisher’ and ‘The Great Gardens of Cornwall’.    

	Over the next few months a range of events are planned by ‘Brunel 200’, the organisation which is promoting the celebration of Brunel’s birth, and his unparalleled contribution to engineering and design.

	Alan Wilson, Wessex Trains Managing Director, said “Brunel is a true icon, and as big an inspiration to us all 200 years on as he was in his own day.  We are proud to have this special picture-livery on one of our flagship trains to mark the start of the Brunel 200 celebrations”.

	[ends]

	Notes to Editors:

· From April 2006, Wessex Trains will be merged with Great Western Trains and Great Western Link to form a new franchise – Greater Western.  National Express Group is bidding to operate the new franchise and believes it is uniquely qualified through its experience as the largest operator of UK rail franchises to deliver the quality of service the region’s rail users expect and deserve.
· Wessex Trains is based in the South West region and provides regional and local rail services across Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire, Hampshire, Gloucestershire and Avon.  With 125 stations and 70 trains, Wessex Trains provide over 2,500 services each week, delivering 11.5 million passenger journeys every year.

· National Express Group employs 43,000 people and carries over a billion passengers a year worldwide through its bus, train, light rail and express coach operations and holds leading market positions within the UK, Australia and North America. Over 25 per cent of the Group's operations are now in international markets.
continued

· 2 photos are attached, hi-res versions available via Wessex Trains Press Office.  ‘Isambard Kingdom Brunel at Tamar Bridge’ is taken showing the train at The Royal Albert Bridge linking Devon to Cornwall over the River Tamar.

· For further information please contact Wessex Trains Press Office on 07071 331323.
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