Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery


Teachers’ notes – Brunel and the Art of Invention

The exhibition explores through art, the legacy of the Victorian age and its impact upon modern life. The exhibition consists of paintings and objects loaned by national collections from around the country. It also includes large industrial objects such as a Rolls Royce Pegasus aero engine, a Mini car and a large clock from the Bristol Industrial Museum’s collection and items from private collectors and the University of Bristol.

This exhibition is curated by a History of Art specialist, Dr Claire O’Mahony from the University of Bristol Lifelong Learning department.

The exhibition is part of the Brunel200 programme of activities for 2006 and is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).

This exhibition is themed into 4 main themes; 

Brunel Artistic Engineer

Travel and transport

Inventing Britain

The Art of Work

Another sub-theme is Ways of Seeing which explores how Victorian toys such as 3D viewers and stereoscopic viewers were used by Victorians interested in exploring the world in new ways.
There are also interactive elements within the exhibition including;

Photofit – What can we read from peoples faces? This is a hands-on interactive.
4th Plinth – Who are our heroes today? This is a touch-screen interactive.

Visitor response area

In this area visitors are encouraged to make a creative response to the exhibition. This will take the form of written or drawn responses (E.g. write a short poem, or draw an invention that would improve the ways in which we can travel in the future).

Key messages visitors will learn from the exhibition that; 

· Brunel influenced new forms of transport

· Brunel was an artist as well as an engineer

· Victorian ideas and inventions have helped us to construct our own ideas of Britishness

· Art and science help us to make sense of the world 

· Industry has effected social change

Brunel as artistic engineer

· Brunel was an artist, an engineer and inventor

· Brunel was a collector of art 

· Brunel was a draughtsman

Travel & Transport 

· Brunel influenced new ways of transport

· These new ways transformed the ways in which people experienced the world

· Artists have imaged these changes in different and new media
Inventing Britain

· Brunel was a hero of his day

· Everyone has their own ideas of heroism

· Victorian ideas and inventions have helped us to construct our own ideas of Britishness

The Art of Work

· Both men and women are involved in work and industry

· There is a beauty, skill and craft in work

Ways of Seeing

Art has developed our scientific understanding of the world

Advances in technology help us to see and construct the world around us

Art and science are linked – that images our understanding and beliefs

Additional resources;

There is an accompanying catalogue or illustrated essay that is produced to support this exhibition; entitled Brunel and the Art of Invention written by Dr Claire O’Mahony. This is available to purchase from the Museum shop.

Teacher events at the City Museum and Art Gallery

Teacher CPD: 1-3pm 19 April Booking essential

Teacher preview: 4-6pm 19 April Booking essential

Group visit information

Groups must book in advance to visit the exhibition.

Lunch room may be used by groups, subject to availability.

Resources;

There will be cross-curricular trails for teachers to download as PDFs from the Brunel200 website and print out in advance 

Teachers’ pack will be available with these in printed form, containing images and suggestions for extension activities, for pre- and post-visit

Workshops

Art workshops KS1 to KS3 take place at the museum and support a visit to the exhibition

History workshops KS1 to KS3 take place at Blaise House and Bristol Industrial Museum.

Please note that we are not doing a Brunel workshop especially for this exhibition, but our existing workshops support a visit by mainly ART or HISTORY groups. 

CMAG = Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery

BLAISE = Blaise House

BIM = Bristol Industrial Museum

ART

KS1 Discover: Colour and Pattern - CMAG

KS1 Discover: Portraits - CMAG

KS2 Discover 20th Century art - CMAG

KS2 Art and Landscape - CMAG

KS2 Art in the 20th Century - CMAG

KS3 Discover 20th Century Art – CMAG

KS3 Art in the 20th Century – CMAG

KS3 Discover: Landscape - CMAG

HISTORY

KS1 Discover: The Victorian schoolroom – BLAISE

KS1 Discover: Toys – BLAISE

KS1 Discover: Victorian artefacts BLAISE

KS2 Toys - BLAISE

KS2 Discover: Victorian artefacts BLAISE

KS2 Discover: Bristol past and present BIM

KS2 Bristol – a port city BIM

KS3 The Victorian Port of Bristol – BIM

KS3 Dockside development - BIM

For further information and to book contact rita_youseph@bristol-city.gov.uk or call 0117 922 3567.

Brunel and the Art of Invention

15 April to 19 June 2006


